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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pam., and read prayers.

QUESTION—-PEEL ESTATE SETTLERS.

Mr. NORTH (for Hon. W. J. George)
asked the Minister for Lands: 1, Will he
ranke public the policy of the Government
in respect to the settlers for whom blocks on
the Peel Estate will not be available when
the re-allotment, following on reclassifica-
tion, has been completed? 2, In respect to
groups which have been econdemned, will the
department find the seftlers work on other
groups? If so, on what conditions and rates
of pay?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, The Government will provide suitable
Loldings as early as possible in other loecali-
ties for the seftlers referred to. Acfion o
lhis end is now being taken by the Group
Settlement Board. 2, The departmeni is
offering contract work on other adjacent
groups to these men, pending action referred
to in reply to Question 1,

QUESTION—TRAMWAYS EXTENSION.

Mr. MANN asked the Minister for Rail-
wavs: 1, When does be aaticipate the tram-
line in Stirling, Newcastle, and Lord Streets
will be completed? 2, Is he awere that its
present condition is dangerous to the publie?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Provided the City Council adhere
to their original arrangement, the road
surfacing in Stirling, Newcastle, and Lord
Streets should be completed in five weeks.
Failing this there will be some delay. as the
department have no road roller available.
The matter is being gone into with the City
Couneil with a view to expediting comple-
tien of road surfacing. 2, There is no
danger, provided ordinary care is exercised.

[ASSEMBLY.)

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor rceeived and
read notifying assent to the Industries As-
sistance Aet Continuance Bill.

BILL—LEIGHTON-ROBB’'S JETTY
RAILWAY.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon
A. McCallum—South Fremantle} [4.55] in
moving the seeond reading said: This is &
very small Bill, but it involves highly im-
portant issues and ecarries with it a very
substantial expenditure. In it we provide
For the deviation of the railway that now
serves Fremantle to the site of the suggested
hridge over the Swan River, as recommended
Wy the Engineer-in-Chief in his repevt on
lhe bridge and the suggested improvements
to the Fremantle harbour, So the Bill ear-
ries with it the acceptance by the Guvern-
ment of the Engineer-in-Chief’s report But
that does not mean that heavy expenditure is
ta be incurred immediately and big work in-
volved straight off. All that the Engineer-in-
Chief asks for this year is £2,000, He says
it will take him until June next to prepare
his plans, take the hecessary borings, and get
out his specifications. So all he is asking
for this year is £5,000. He says the bridge
itself will take at least two years to con-
struet from the time the work starts. I
authority for that work were given imme-
diately, it would be 214 vears at least be-
fore the bridge would be ready. The Bill
involves the question of the bridge, and the
rite of the bridge carries with it the ques-
tion of harbour extension. It is thoze two
points, railway and road traffic, and harbour
extension, that the Engineer-in-Chief re-
perted on.

Mr, Thomson: It will mean n good deal
of resumption,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
reason whv the Bill is introduced at this
stage is to provide for the resumptions, and
also to get a declaration from Parliament.
The Government do not consider it would
be right, even if we had the necessary legal
authority, to go ahead with the scheme with-
out Parliament first being asked to declare
upon it. And although we may have power
to proceed with the resumptions, still we
think the right thing to do is to come to
Parlinment first.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: A previous Gov-
ernment purchased a tremendous area of
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iand many years ago with a view to the
bailding of the bridge.

Mr. Thomson: But that will nof be suit-
alile now.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Some
of it may be. That land was resumed for
u site further up the river, and of eourse it
cannot be used for the site now suggested.
But I think that when this work is com-
pleted we shall he able to dispose of the
jund resumed at that carlier time, and at
& considerable profit, for land values have
since risen, and the extension of the harhour
up the river will add to those values, So
T do not think there will be any loss.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: I should think
not !

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Eventu-
ally a lot of the land previously resumed wilt
be sold. But I do not think it shonld be
sold until the harbour is extended up the
river, for that extension will add to the value
of the land and give us a substantial profit
on the priece paid some years ago. T wani
to deal with the question of the bridges.
They have been discussed for many years,
and it was impressed on the Government
prior to the war that those bridges were
antiquated and that it was most desirable
that new hridges should he built. But T think
it is most necessary to be very cautiouns
in making public statements dealing with
hridges, partienlarly a bridge earrying so
mueh traflic as does the Fremantle bridge;
for we do not want to create an impression
in the publiec mind that the bridge is unsafe.
Sinee a time many vears heforc the war,
suceessive Governments have been urged by
the depariment that a new bridee should
Le Imilt for Fremantle.

Hon. &. Taylor: Tt has been advoealed
for over 20 vears.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Just
after the washaway that occurred in 1926,
the Railway Department, who are in charge
of the railway bridge, examined the
whole position, and the Engineer for Ways
and Works, who is the Tesponsible officer,
put up to the Commissinner of Raibways a
long report on the briden. After he had
dealt with the repairs. he concluded his
minnte by stating—

T eamnot undertake to maintain the present
bridec in safe working order for more than
about three vears longer. and it will nrohably

take all that time heforc a new bridge will be
ready, even if 2 start is made at onee.

That was dated 14th Oectober, 1926. Over
a year has gone by since then, There is the
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declaration by u responsible engineer that he
cannot gnarantee the safety of the bridge for
more than another two years from to-day.
And it will take at least two yeurs—pro-
vided the money is found to the extent
the Engineer-in-Chief bas asked for—to
build the bridge as suggested. The traflic
bridge is an historie strueture.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
ferred to in the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
both bridges have to be removed. That means
renmoving an historie structure. Tts history
is rather interesting. It has undergone many
alterntions since it was fivst construeted, and
has been patehed and added to from year to
year in the endcavour to make it earry the
traflic. Tt has given good serviee, and of
ecourse s now decrepit with age. Tle
bridge was eommenced in 184 and was con-
structed by vconviet labour. Tt was then
955ft. long by 12ft. wide and cost £3,114.
That was the result of having eonviet Jabour
for the jolr. Prior to that date the traffie fo
Perth was by the sonth side of the river,
over the Canning RBridge, which was built
in 1849, The Causeway was bnilt in 1843.
The original bridge at Fremantle was 33 feet’
ahove Tow-water level. That permitted the
lighters to sail up the river from Fremantle.
In 1897 the bridge was closed and a tem-
porary bridge econstructed on the down-
siream side, giving a clear headway of 21
feet above low water, through two naviga-
tion spans. The lower bridge was used as
a vehieular hridege, while the old strueture
was left for pedestrians. In 1908-9 altera-
tions to the old hridge were undertaken by
the municipality to permit of trams being
run to North Fremantle.  Originally the
bridge was huilt on a rapidly rising gradient
from North Fremantle, in order to give the
desired head room in the navigation spans.
But the design, made by Mr. Leslie for the
municipatities concerned, provided for re-
construetion of the bridge to a lower level
and on a uniform grade from north to south.
The work of alteration, commenced by the
municipality, was eventually finished by the
Public Works Department, That alteration
comprised widening the bridge to 20 feet an
the down-gtream side. Portion of the lnw-
level bridge was also removed. Since then
the bridge has been strengthened and re-
paired. Tn 1911-12, 464 feet was reron-
structed and new piles were driven in order
that the trams might be earried. Tn 1920
the effect of the teredo became evident, and

That is not re-
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tarred piles were driven alongside the
existing piles where the effect of the marine
borer was most marked. During the last
year, the whole of the decking was renewed
and a wearing surface of tuart was provided,
but the essential strueture itself is that which
existed after the completion of the recon-
struction work in 1008. We are dealing
with the traflic bridge which was actoally
elosed in 1897.  Another bridme was built
alongside if. At that time it was considered
unsafe,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: That is visiting
ancient sins upon modern times.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tt was
patched up, and other piles were driven in,
and it bas served the purpose since then.
The average cost of maintaining the two
bridges over the last five years has heen
£4,003,

Mr. Corboy: Wonld that include the cost
of repairing the bridge after the washaway?

The MINISTER I'OR WORTKS: It is in
addirion to that. There was a sum of
£14.433 spent on the reconstruction, in addi-
tion to the maintenance cost,

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: You have to
spend money in maintaining any bridge.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
maintenanee of a steel bridge, such as is sug-
gested, will be nothing as compared with the
cost of maintaining a wooden bridge. In
order to give some semblance of safety to
the bridge, we have had to provide, under
the Traffic Act, that no person shall drive
any vehicle across it of a weight exeeeding
35 cwt. at more than eight miles an hour.
The Fremantle tramways do not travel at a
speed of more than six miles an hour, while
the maximum rate of other vehicles is eight
miles an hour. The big trams are not allowed
to cross the bridege at all. There have been
enoueh diseussions in public and in the de-
partment for the last 20 years for us to say
that the time has arrived to make a move in
the direction of petting a derent struetnre.
Tn his last annual report. which has been
laid on the Table of the House. the Commis-
sioner of Railways makes the following state-
ment :—

Tha aurstion of a new steel railway bridge
at Fremantle ja shll in  abevance. but the
ord~r of ita nroenev has in na wav diminished.
Whila +he reeonstructed portion of the old
briden e jn wory goold eondition. the whole
gtruetpra i antinmated, and the annual cost
of maintananes ig heroming incrensingly and
exeesaively heavy,

[ASSEMBLY.]

That is the point dealing with the bridge.
Wrapped up with the hridge is the question
of harbour extension. We have had to con-
sider the position of the trade at Fremantle,
and just what the development of the Stale
is likely to mean io the trade of that pert.
For many years the Fremantle Harbour
Trust Commissioners have heen pressing dif-
ferent Governments for increased acconimo-
dation. The matter was under active con-
sideration by Cabinet when war broke out.
On the declaration of war the trnst said they
would withdraw their vequest for inecreased
accommodation, and they carried on since
with the additional facililies thal were pro-
vided in the way of wharfage aceommoudation
and in other divections. Although we weie
able to do without the addilional accommo-
dation during the war, I think the war is
now sufficiently far hehind for us to be able
10 sum up the position and judge what the
future is likely to mean to the trade of the
port, and whether that port will he able to
cops willh the trade that will he passing
through it.

Mr. Thomson: Have any fests been made
with regard to the foundations?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The En-
gineer-in-Chief is satisfied that everything is
all right, but borings have to be made hefore
the design is decided upon.

Mr. Thomson: Is he satisfied that the
foundations will be all right for a dock?

The MINISTER FFOR WORKS: There
has been no horing for a deck. No expen-
diture will be ineurred until the foundations
have Leen thoroughly tested.  The £32,000
asked for by the Engineer-in-Chief is to
inelnde boring. No bridge will be zone on
with until the foundations have been thor-
oughly tested. TUnder the Publie Works Act,
if the resumptions are ecffected hefore the
1st January, the price paid will he the price
as nt June last. If the resumptions are not
effected this year, the price will be that as
ot the 1st January next. Upon the decision
being arrived at to extend the harbour up-
stream, the value that this decision will give
to property will have o be paid if the re-
sumption is not done this side of January.
That i= the object of getting the power to xo
on with the resamptions before the New
Year.

Mr. Marshall: Assuming that the founda-
tions are all right, will the new hridge le
annroximatelv where the old one is at pres-
ent
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The site
is about 1,000 fLeer up from the existing
traffie bridge.

AMr. Marsball: What do you eali the trallic
bridge

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hradge over whieli the trnmways run, The
aap on the wall will show the site thatl has
been seleeted. The railway bridge is fw-
ther down.

Mr, Mampsou: Wil the railway junchion
with the Jandakot line?

The MINISTHER ¥OR WORKS: I will
deal with thai pliase lafer. The guestion of
harbour extensions was under active consid-
eration at the time war broke out, but has
Leen in abeyunce for the last few years. Last
year we were particularly fortunate in hav-
iz ithe arrangement for our shipping spread
over §¢ meny months. Last vear's harvest
has not vet all lelt Fremantle. There is still
somgr o go,

Mr. Marshall: | do net know that it is all
n yet.

The MINISTEKR I"OR WORILS: No one
anticipated that such favourable arrange
ments would he made for this year. The
weneral impressioy is that there will he ditfi-
culty in aceommodating the ships, and that
there will be a eonsiderable amount of con-
gestion. I do not suggest we should eater
at Fremantle for any area exeept that for
which Fremantle is the closest port. I will
give the figures to show the trade from f{he
area for which Fremantle is cateving. Just
prior to the war the ¥remantle harbour was
showing an inerease in itg tonnage, and had
been doing so for some years before the war,
of a little over 7 per cent. In the year be-
fore war broke out it reached 7. per eceul.
It has got back fo that now. During ihe
Tast five years. the inercased average has
heen jnst about the same, namely, over 7 per
cenf. We have therefore got back to the
rate of progress that we were making ju-t
before the war. At that period we were
averaging an increase in our area under
erop of approximately 200,000 acres » year.
1t we take the period from 1919, which was
the firsi year when the State got info its
normal stride after the war, until Iast vent,
we find that for the period of seven years the
State averaged an addifional 200,000 acrrs
under evop each year. This year it is antici-
naind the additional aren will he 300,000
acres.

Hon, Sir Jamex Milehe11; More than that,
Your figures are too low.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS : They are
eonservative. | win not overstating the posi-
tion. I nm keeping to the conservative side
in these figuces. 1f for the next ten years
we make the sawme rate of progress that bas
been made sinee 1914, we shall continne to
average an additional 200,600 acres under
crop each year. 1 do not think any wmember
will doubt that, 1 think we shall do more
than that.

Hon, Sir Jawmes Mitchell: With wheat at
5s. wo shall double it.

The MINISTER FOR WORIKS: If we
take that average throughout, and the State
vield is 12 bushels to the acre, at the end
of ten years our whest oulput will reach
55,000,000 bushels. 1f we have a 15-biishel
vield, the output will be 67,000,000 bushels.
1 dc not thiok anyone will suggest that
these figures ave very wide of the mark,

Hon. Sir Janes Miichell: The outports
will get more and mere wheal every yvear

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes
There has heen an enormous increase in our
wool yield. Particolarly does this apply to
the progress made 1n the North Coolgardiv
distriet. Five years ago three tons of wool
came down from Leonora, but the e
partment estimate that {his year there

will be 300 tons, and that next year
there will be a tremendous inerease
upen  that.  The number of sheep has

increased in five vears by over 1,000,000
At present we have appreximaiclv half a
million more sheep than Soulh Auwstralia.
Although we have not yvet reached the South
Australisn  ¢lip, that will ecome. We
shall be a long way ahead of South
Australia botk in wool and wheat in the
next vear or lwo. During tke last five years
our wool ontput has inereased by 10,000,000
lbs. weight, and there is going to be a very
substantial inerease upon that during the
aext few years.

Mr. Thomson: The large holdings are
also inereasing their ecarrviug capaeity.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If that
progress is maintained, we ran see what po-
gition we shall have to face in ten years’
time, T want to examine the trade that Fre-
mantle will have to cater for at the end of
that period. The figures show that between
96 per cent. and 93 per cent. of the im-
ports into the State passed througl
Fremantle doring the last six vears,
and that the exports f{for .the =amr
period averaged between 87 and 76
per cent. We can say that there will he
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95 per cent. of the Stale's imports and ap-
proximately 75 per sent. of the State’s ex-
ports coming through Fremantle. Of our
total agricultural area, 42 pur cent. of it has
Fremantle as its mearest shipping port. 1
am not suggesting that we should cater at
Fremantle for trade which does not geo-
graphically belong to it. We are building
a barbour at Geraldton and catering for
that end. The Engineer-in-Chief has under
consideration other harbours in the State
to cater for the requirements of the distriets
atfoecled,

My, Thomson: 1 hope Albany will re-
ceive a greater share of the trade.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
ports will get their rightful trade. Three-
quarters of the wheat now produced by the
State is grown withiu the urea for which
Fremantle is the distributing port.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: ‘That is so.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Only
10 per cent. of the agrienltural land with-
in the Fremanile zone is at present developed.
Ninety per cent. of it rema’ns undeveloped.
1 do not say the whole of that 90 per cent.
is cultivable Jand, but a iarge percentage is.
When we realise that only 10 per cent. of
the country tributary to the port is at pre-
sent developed, we ean imagine the size of the
{rade Fremantle will eventually be ecalled
upon to do.

Mr. Thomson:
figures.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Last
year Fremantle handled approximately 134
million tons of eargo, and if the inerease in
trade which I have eonservatively estimated
takes place, then, npon the foundation from
which the Engineer-in-Chicf has built, for
cvery ton of wheat and fgur the harbour
is ealled upon Lo handle, it will handle three
lons of other ecargo. That is to say, the
proportion of wheat and flour will be as one
in four. If the progress anticipated is made
—a prospeet which I do not think the
House questions for a moment—it means
that within ten years the Fremantle harbour
will have to handle 3,000,000 tons of cargo
as against the 1Y million ni last year. That
is to say, the harbour will be called upon te
do more than double the business it has been
called upon to do up to thz present. That
increased volume cannot possibly be handled
with egisting facilities. The extension up
the river to the new site for the bridge will
give additional wharf space of 5,750ft., mak-
ing the total space awailahle 15890ft, or
approximately a third more.

Those are staggering

[ASSEMBLY.)

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Thal is no good.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It will
mean that, provided increazed use is made
ot the existing wharf space—und widening
operations arve well in progress now—at the
cnd of 10 years the whole of the wharf ac-
commuodation available up the river will be
lully needed, The report of the Epgineer-
im-Chief gives interesting figures as to the
ise of wharf accommodation in other parts of
the world. However, our trade is seasonal,
aud we have lo get our yuuds away within
a ziven time in order Lo secrye for them any-
thing like a fair chance in the world’s mar-
kets; and this means that we cannot derive
the same use from the Fremantle wharf ac-
commodation as is possible in some other
parts of the world.

Mz, Marshall: Do not youn think that in
1¢ years’ time our interests will not be solely
seasonal .

The MINISTER OR WORKS: T hope
50, buat that will mean a need for additional
secommodation.

Mr. Marshall: Do npot von think you had
betier take the bridge vighi away so as to
aceommodate shipping on the east side?

The MINISTER FORR WORKS: Evi-
dently the hon, memher has net seen the
~theme punt np hy Mr. Stileman.

Mr. Marshall: I bave not.

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: The
harbour goes up the river as far as the new
site for the bridge, and thal extension will
cater Lor the trade during the next ten years;
but the Engineer-in-Chief has definitely de-
cided against going further up the river.

ILon. Sir James Mitchell: We have to de-
eiile that,

The MINISTER TOR WORKS. His rea-
sons for that deeision are very sound. and
will be found in his report. In one sentence
he disposes effectively of the suggestion to
o further up the river. As regards econ-
omieal warking, to have a harbour three miles
long, with communication cnly at one end,
would mean a very expensive harbour to
asdminister. Then there is a viewpoint which
has not been examined by any of those who
previously reported on Fremantle harbour
extension—the tidal effect on Perth waters
which would result from a deepening of the
channel up the river as far as was proposed.
Mr. Stileman has had records taken in Perth
waters, as high up as Guildford, at the
Canseway, at Mill-strest and at other points
on the river; and these records show that
1lere wonld be a substantial increase in the
rise and fail of the tide if *ke proposal were
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carried oul; that at high tide the Es-
planade would be flooded, and that at
low tide the water front would be very
dirty. All the wharves and jetfies up the
river have been built with an eye to the
existing rise and fall of the tide, and they
would be uvseless, 1s also would the existing
vhannels, if the harbour were extended up
the river as far as has been suggesfed.

Mr. North: Then there was a big blunder
in the previous scheme.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : That
phase was not examined by any engineer
who previously reported on the scheme.
1 am very glad indeed that it has now been
exaunined, becanse it would be nothing
short of a calamity if anything of the
nature indieated shounld happen to our
river. The case for limiting the op-river
work on the harbour to the site suggested
by the Engineer-in-Chief is sound. Then
the proposal is to go on the north side, to
remove the foot of the North Mole, and to
Luild along the back of the North Wharf,
so that actually we shall be working fron
both the left hand and the right hanl
there. A marshalling yard for the Railway
liepartment is provided, and all things will
be most convenient. Mr. Stileman says the
proposal permits of almost unlimited ex-
tension along the coast line up to Cotteslon
Beach. The advantage of working on the
other side is that the approach already
exists. Tho same approach {o the harbour
as exists now will be available then. The
foot of the breakwater will be removed,
an entrance made to the other side of the
wharf, and the necessary dredging will be
done and the dredged matter pwmnped to
fill in the baek of the wharf. The work
will serve two good purposes, and, besides,
there is good water in that loeation. As
regards the north side, the Bill provides
for the deviation of the railway so as to
relieve the existing line and cross over to
ihe bridge site. On the other side the ex-
isting railway coming in from Jandakot up
the waterfront to Fremantle station is to
be deviated to meet the bridge site, the
idea being that eventually, when the
Brookton-Armadale railway is completad
and the proposal to make the frunk line on
to Kondinin has been carried ount, instea-l
of all the wheat having to be hanled round
throngh Spencer's Brook and in fhrough
the Perth vard, it will come down throngh
Armadale and Jandakot, and instead of
going through the Fremantle yard, causing

[
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congestion there, will come straight over
the bridge across to the North Wharf.
There is no immediate wrgency for the con-
struction of that part of the line, which
will only be necessury when the Brookton-
Armadale line and the other section have
been built; but we want to obtain rights of
resumption because, if a declaration goes
forth that that is the scheme, then unaer
the Public Works Aect it will only be
possible to go back to the previens June
or January. The scheme having heen pro-
posed, it is necessary that we go on with
the work. When the line is to be built, is
a matter for future decision. Ap I said
earlier, the Engineer-in-Chief is asking for
only £2,000 this year. The CGovernment are
asking Parliament for 42,000 to be pro-
vided this  yewr 1or thoring at the
bridge site and for the preparation
of drawings., When (hat work has been
completed, the Government will have to
lake into consideration not only the
urgeney of this further work, but the posi-
tion of the money market and the elaims
of the rest of the Siate for expenditure.
The eclaims of this further work, as com-
pared with other requirements, will have
to be considered by Cabinet. The Govern-
ment have religionsly kept in view during
the whole of the time that the expenditura
of loan moneys should as far as possible
be directed towards further development
and the produetion of new wealth. We
try to see that every pound of loan money
cxpended is directed towards the produe-
tion of new wealth: but so mueh production
05 Western Australia now has, of course
brings with it other demands. Tt would be
useless to continue increasing the wheut
and wool production of th~ country without
providing means for the products to reaeh
the markets of the world. Harbhour accom-
modation is just as ¢ssential to the pro
ducer as is raillway communieation. It
would be useless to furnish roads and rail-
ways for the purpoese of getting commodi-
ties to the seaport, if there are not faeili-
ties at the seaport for the eonveyance of
those commodities to the world’s markets.
It will be for the Government to consider,
when the time comes, jost what money ean
be made available for this further work.
and the rate at which the work ean pro-
ceed, and also the period at which it may
be begun. All hon. members will agree
that our chief harbounr, which will be ealled
upon to handle so much of Western Aus-
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tralia’s trade, should be thoroughly equipped
and should be able to gnarantee quick
despateh. Oaly this morning I have re
ceived complaints that ships will not be
able to seeure berths next week. With that
difficulty starting so early in the season,
it is hard to say what the position will be
later. We have to realise that unless Fre-
mantle can gnarantee accommodation and
quick despateh, the freights for loading at
that port will be inereased.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Of course if
shippers charter badly and pile all the
ships on to us at once, we cannot meet the
situation.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Such
favourable conditions as existed last yoar
will not obfain this year, As to the urgency
of the work, I have read the minute of thoe
Engineer for Railway Construetion on the
bridge, and I have quoted figures showing
what tonnage Fremantle will be called npon
to cater for from the aren within the zone
of the port. These figures are ample evi-
dence of the urgent nced for increased
harbour accommodation at Fremantle. Mr.
Stileman informs me that from the time he
starts dredging, three or four years must
elapse before any appreciable increase in
berthing accommodation will be available.

Mr. Thomson: That is, in the river.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Yes.
Mr. Stileman points out that he canoot
work too near any of the bridges, as by
doing so he would endanger them. There
is, however, a type of dredge that he wi'l
be able to work if he can get it under tie
bridgea. That type of dredge will be able
to work between the bridges, and so the
work can be proceeded with if the monsy
is found. I repeat, even if the Engineer-in-
Chief ean get on with the work as indicated,
three or four years must elapse from the
time he starts dredging before any addi-
tional wharfage accommodation will be-
come available If money ecannot be
found to de the work, until the bridge
is finished—the expenditare on the hridge
will involve £1,000,000 in itself—anAd
zlso the money involved in construeting
the harbour at Geraldton, as well as that
necessary for the harbour econstruetion at
Premantle, it will be five or six years before
any additional wharfage accommodation will
he available. That is to sav. that will be the
position if the harbour construction works at
Fremantle have to wait until the bridge is
completed. We are compelled to face the
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position, for it will be & bad look-out for the
producers of the State if additional aceom-
modation is not available. Without it the-
harbour will be unduly congested and there
will be considerable delays experienced in
getting our products away. As time goes on
and the position develops, we shall be forecd
to face this task. At this stage of our his-
tory we must look well zhead. With the:
enormous development that is taking plaee
in Western Australia, it is useless to sit down
until we find our harbour so choked that we
eannot get our commodities away. Until we
can export our commodities, wo cannot re-
ceive the money that we should get aw the
result of our development. The attitude of
the Government i= that we have adopted the

- scheme the Engineer-in-Chief (Mr. Stile-

man) has advanced, and that we will pro-
vide £2,000 this year to ecffect the nedes-
sary preliminary work, the borings and the
proparation of plans. Next year when the
financial position is being considered, we
shall announece to Parliament just what we
propose to do at that juneture. We seck
the passage of the Bill in order to give us
authority to proeeed with the resuinptions
that are necessary for railway purposes, so
that we may save to the State the additional
money we shall have to pay if this work has
to remain in abeyanece until next year. That
i the whole essence of our desirg tn have
the Bill passed this session. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. 8ir James Mitchell,
debate adjonrned.

BILL—AUDIT ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [5.18] in moving the second read-
ing said: This is a short Bill, the chject
of which is to increase the salary of the
Auditor (General. This matter has been the
subject of disenssion in the House from time
to time, and it is rather surprising to find
that notwithstanding the completely altered
condition of affairs throughout the State
during recent years, the salary of the Andi-
tor Qeneral has remained stationary ever
since his appointment in 1904,

Mr, Mann: He is not the type of man whe
will agitate on his own behalf.

The PREMIER: No. One can hardly
credit that with the increases that have been
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granted in salaries and wages generally,
consequent upon the altered condition of
affairs throughout the State, the salary of
this particular position should have remained
stationary for a period of 23 years. The
salary paid to the Auditor General of the
Commonwealth is £1,750 a vear, while that
paid to the Auditor General of New South
Wales is £1,150; to the Auditor General
of Vietorin, £1,250: to the Auditor General
of Queensland, £1500: to the Auditor Gen-
ernl of South Australia, £1,000; and to the
Auditor General of Tasmania, £1,000. The
only eoncern I have in submitting the Bill
is that perhaps the inerease set out is not
as mueh as it might be. Tt will bring the
stipend of the Auditor Geoeral in this State
into line with the salaries paid in South
Aunstralin and Tasmanin., but will leave us
still lower than the salaries paid in each of
the other States. OFf course that is a position
that ean he remedied easily at any time. Tf
we wore to unduly inerease the salary now
we wounld not be nble to «o hackwards. but
at any fime we can grant a further inereace
on the amount mentioned in the Rill. The
salary has been fixed at £1,000. The onlv
nther elause contained in the Bill has to dn
with the Tetirement of the Anditor General.
Hon. members will he aware that there is no
provision in the existine Audit Act for the
vetirement of the Anditor General exespt
under verv special ecirenmstances. His re-
tirement ean he effected by a vote of hoth
Honses af Parlinment. Tn fact the mosition
of our Auditer General is similar to that of
the Supreme Court judees. Shonld the
Auditor General keep within the hounds of
his duties and conform to the reanirements
of the Andit Aet. it wonld hpe noecihle for
him to rontnue in the naeition nntil he folt
dispnsnd of his owr volition tn refire. T
consider that an imdesirahle enndition of
affairs. Tn the pnblie sprvice genersllvy we
have a eommnlenry vetivine aea, Nffipars
mav he vetived af A0 veara. hnt retiroment
15 eommatlanry at AR weare nf ame, Tha RiN
therefara nrnvidoa that the Anditnr (Grmoral
shaWl retire when he reaches the ace of 65
verm,

Hon. Rir James Mitehell: Tt is hardly fixed
in the Civil Service, hecause we allow officers
to continue after they reach the retivine age.

The PREMTER: Yes, in exceptional in-
stanees.

Mr. Corboy: But they are very rare.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There are quite
a number.
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The PREMIER : There was a time when
I thoughl a person should retive when he
hecame €5 years of age. As the years go
by, honever, I have come to the econelusion
that some men have veally reached their
prime at that age, and that they are then
in a position to render the maximum serviee
o the State. That view comes with advane-
ing years,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : We should make
it 50 years for members of this House.

Mr. Corhoy: Tt would be a suitable atmo-
sphere if they were not permitted to come
here until they were 50 years of age!

The PREMTER : Many of the great events
in the world have been accomplished hy per-
sons of advaneed years. Mr. Gladstone,
when he hecame Prime Minister of Encland
for the third time, was 84 venrs of age, nnd
in the conclading stages of the rerent war
most of the generals were well advanced in
vears. Clemencean was Prime Minicter of
France at 7% That was his aee at the con-
elusion of war when he directed the destinies
of France,

Mr. Corhov : What ahout Sir Henry
Parkes in Australia?

The PREMTER: T can nsenre the vouth-
ful membher for Yilearn {M» Carhav) that
if T made a search of history for tha cpeat
events for which vouth was resnonsihle, T
would find that thev were insionifieant com-
pared with the great deeds of men of ad-
vanced vears,

Mr. Tatham: What abont William Piti?

The PREMTER: But one swal'ow does
not make a summer and hictory does not
enahle us to mnltiply the Pitts.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell -
the wnitfalls—

Mr. Corbov: Created by elder'v men—---

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: TFor vouths
to fall intn.

The PREVIIER:
enthngiasm of vouth!

Mr. Corhoy: You arc merelv envious'

The PREMIER: Not at all, but it is
necessarv for the venturesome recklessness
of yonth to be at least eurbed by those of
more mature years! While the eompnl-
sorv retiring ace is 63 vears, the Governor
in Council mav, and at times does, retain
officers heyond that age. Tn sueh instances,
however, thev are special offerrs with
special ounlifieations for the offices thev
hold. These are the two points eovered h.y
the Bill. T have much plessure in moving
for an increase, after waiting for 23 years.

But it does

We rust admire the
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in the salary paid to the .Audilor General,

T move therefore—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [5.26]: T support tbe second read-
ing of the Bill whiech contains one gooid
clause and one not so good. Since 1904
the Anditor General has been in reeceipt of
the same salary, It it has to he remem-
hered that in those early davs, £800 was
a big salary to be paid to an officer in the
Civi! Service.

The Premier: Yes, in those davs.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
salary of the Auditor General, in my
opinion, should bear the same relationship
to =alaries paid in these days.

The Premier: At that rate it wonld he
abont £2,000.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Hardly
that. Only recently we inereased the salary
paid to the DPresident of the WLicensing
Beneh to £1,000, althongh the position had
been in existence for only three years, while
we increased the salaries of the lay mem-
bers to £850. Their duties ure responsible,
but not nearly so responsible as those of
the Auditor General.

The Premier: That applies to many
other officers in the Public Service.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes.
The position held by the Auditor General
must be filled by a man possessing ability,
courage and faitness, and T think we have
those qualifies in the present Avditor Gen-
eral. I support the salary to be paid to
him, but I think it should be a little more.
After all, he is nn officer of Parliament
and perhaps you, Mxr. Speaker, should have
moved the second rending of the Bill

The Premier: It iz heecavse Parliamenf,
has neglected its duty that T have bheen
forced to do it in the end.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Premier knows that we have suggested that
this should be done on several occasions.
It is only right that we chould make the
salary of the Auditor Genersl bear some re-
lationship to the salaries paid to other offi-
cers. As a maiter of faet, even with thiz
increase, the salary of the Auditor General
will execed by merely €40 that of an Under
Secretary. However, [ support the pay-
ment of the inerease mentioned in the Bili.
T am not so cerfain, and T grow less cex-
tain every day, that we omght Eo retire in
any cireumstandes experienced men whe

[ASSEMBLY.]

rench the age of 63 years. We have me:
in the service who are over G5 years o
age and they are men with special know
ledge. Secience enables people to liv
longer, in better health and to work muel
longer than was possible a few years age
when pyorrhoea, appendicitis or som
other complaint carried many people off he
fore they reached that age. Now the posi
lion is changed and I do no® know why we
should discard the services of a useful ma:
simply because he is G3 years of age. Wh;
should it not be 66, 64, 63, 68 or 707 Ii i
a rough and ready way of delermining whe
n man ghould retire.

The Premier: Az a matter of fact the
date of retirement should depend upon the
individual and his capaecity. Sowe men pre.
maturely aged should retire at 50; other:
might go on te 70.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The con
ditions in this respect have changed just as
much as in respect to salaries during the lasi
20 vears. Seienge has done much for the
world and many men to-day are Kt at 5.

The Premier: [ henrd a whisper from he.
hind that all of ns over 50 should he retived,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If that
were done, there would not he much of the
Parliament left.

Mr. Corbov: But what remained would he
much better.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The mem-
her for Yilgarn would occupy a very difTer-
ent position in the public eye if he were not
overshadowed by so many men a little olter
than he is.

Mr. Panton: What you apply to the civil
servants yoit should apply to the politicians!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I wonld
not wait for 63. Tf we waited for 3 bhefore
we retired the member for Yilgarn it would
he impossible to get him ant: We are very
kind to ourselves; people generally are kind
to themselves.

Mr. Sampson: Do you call this kindness?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There is
no age that is too great for a member of
Parliament. Sir Henry Parkes filled several
important positions at the age of 84. The
same applies to Gladstone, and Talfour must
be nearly 80 now.

The Premier: That is so.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHEILL: T snppase
the average npe of British Ministers wonld
he well aover G5.

My, Panton: They age very slowly there,
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But they
go very well for all that. It was such men
that gave us the first 200,000 of Britain's
men, and if we had been left to act ‘on the
advice of people less able, we should not
now belong to such an Empire.

The Premier: Gladstone was 83 before he
beeame Prime Minister, and he was Prime
Minister three times.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes:
these young fellows have not had much ex-
perience.

The Premier: We will tolerate them.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: When
they come here we have to tolerate them. 1
hope that the amendment relating to the
retiring age will not be passed. 1t is a sad
thing to see able-bodied men, particularly
wages men, put out of the service when there
are many posts they could Rll. 1¢ should not
be difficult to say to a salaried man, “There
is something easier that you could do, and
we shall keep you on.” We all know there
are able-bodied men, not old at 63, that have
to retire from the serviee, and it is a sad
thing to see them vetired. There is no other
work at which they ean start and some of
them, perhaps after having served the coun-
try well and faithlfully for 30 orv 40 years,
go out without a pension or retiring allow-
ance and have a terrible struggle to live.
No pensions are granted now, and men who
joined the serviee after 1904 and are retired
have to live without a pension. 1 should be
sorry to say that an experienced man should
not be retained afier the age of 65. He might
possess special knowledge. The Premier has
one such man in mind—and so have 1—-
a man who has speeial koowledge although
he is over 65. If a man can do the work,
why should he not be retained? The younger
men in the service say that if a man is not
retired at G5, it keeps them back, but that
digsadvantage is compensated for hy paving
well more than one man in each departinent.
Formerly. when the hend of the department
received o fair salary, no one else got a rea-
sonabla salary, but all that has heen changed.
¥ am not enamoured of retiring men of ex-
pericnee. Take such men as the Chief Jus-
tice, the Auditor General, the Commissioner
of Railways, and other men who must be
experienced, and who could gain experience
only hy time. Why should they be retired at
659 What we are supposed fo do is to en-
sure that the people get the best service for
the money expended. and if we have a good
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man as Anditor General, I do not see why
he shounld be retired at (5. His position is
not an easy one to £l1; it would, in fact, be
difficult to get a suitable man for the work
because he would require so many qualifica-
tions and so much knowledge of accounts. I
hope that in Committee the Premier will
agree to the deletion of that provision,

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.36]): [
supjiort the preposal to increase the salary
of the Auditor General. I regret that the
Premier has seen fit to provide that that
officer shall retire at the age of 65. Perbaps
some members would be fearful if a similar
provision were applied to Darliament. A
man of ripe experience and in possession of
all his intellectual faculties should be a more
valuable servant than one many years
younger. As the Auditor General is the ser-
vant of Parliament, let me cxpress the hope
that next year we shall receive his report
very much earlier than it reached us this
year. In his report he altributed its late
presentation to lack of staff and other res-
sons. T hope the Government will make pro-
vision for an increase of staff, so that at
the earliest possible moment after the close
of the finaneiul year, the Hounge will be in
possession of the report.

The Premicr: 1 have never becn ap-
proached for an inecrease of siaff and an
increase of staff has never been denied him.

Mr. THOMSON: [ do not say that the
Premier hos denied him an inerease of staff,
but I ean only base my opinion on the state-
ment in the report. Apparently the Auditor
General has not been ahle to get nn increase
of atoff,

The Prentier: T do not think there is any-
thing in that.

Mr. THOMSON: Then why should it be
stated in his report?

The Premnier: He may have ssked the
Public Service Commissioner; I do not know.

Mr., THOMSON: The Auditor General
aecu|ies a highly responsible position and,

ceonsidering the inereased salaries that have

been granted to other sections of the Public
Serviee, it i only Tair that he should receive
consideration.

HON. G. TAYLOR {(Mount Margaret)
[5.397: T am pleased that the Bill has been
infroduced even at this late stage. T was
surprised to find that the Anditor Genernl
mentioned lack of staff as an exensze For the
late appearance of his report. The Premier
told us he has not heen asked for an inerense
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of staff. More than likely application was
made to the Public Service Commissioner.

The Premier: I cannot imagine the Pub-
ae Serviee Cotnmissioner refusing him more
-staff.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: I suppose it was neces-
gary for the Auditor Geueral to offer some
reason for the lateness of his report, but ¥
hope there will be nu necessity to offer any
reason in future. The report should reach
us simultaneously with the presentation of
the Bodget. Once the Estimates have been
passed, the Anditor General’s report loses
its value, I do not agree with the other
provision of the Bill stipulating 65 years
as the reliring age. 1 know men whe were
retired 12 or 15 years ago and who to-day
are walking about and drawing pensions.
Yet for many years after their retirement
they were eapable of carrying ouf their
-dnfies. Even now they possess perbaps more
mature judgment than they did during the
years of their eervicee Of course the
youngar members of the service are rlways
anxions that the heads shoald be retired when
they reach the stipulated age, so that op-
portunities for advancement will be avail-
able.

The Premier: That applies in every walk
-of life. Any aspirants for polities, they sav,
shonld he pushed ouf.

Hon. Q. TAYLOR: It is remarkable that
we should make 65 years the limit when men
have reached the higher politieal positions in
Eneland at 68. They have appealed
to the people and the people have put them
in the pnsition fo become Prime Minister,
even at B0 years of aze. Parliament, there-
fore. eannot give effect to the wighes of the
peonle in every particular. because the peo-
ple are not anxions te discard men when
thev are still eapable of doing good work.
If thev were of opinion that a man ceased
to he of value on atfainine the aze of 65
years. many of the older Ministers in Eng-
land wounld not have received supnort at the
polls. There are some men that are pre-
maturely nid at 5. while others at 70 are
still earable of work.

The Premier: Much depends on how they
spent their earlier years.

Mr. Sampson: A good conceit of advane-
ing vears!

Hon. (. TAYLOR: Fanev a man having
peen retired on a pension 15 vears aro nnd
atill heing eanahle of work! Tt i= absurd.
When a man becomes ineanable of doing his
work. retirement must follow.
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Someone na
said that if sueh men do not go at 65, the;
will not go at 70.

Hon, &. TAYLOR: Perhaps so. I an
pleased fo have an opportunity to suppor
the granting of an increase to the Audite:
(General. I was a member of the Govern
ment that made the appointment of Auditu:
General in 194 and this is the lrst inerease
of salary granted during all those years,

Question put and passed.
Rill read a second time.

Messuge.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation in conneo
tion with the Bill

In Committee,

Mr. Panton in the Chair; ihe Premier in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to,
Clause 2—Amendinent of Section G:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCIIELL: I move
an amendment—

That paragraph (b) be struck ocut.

The PREMIER: 1 agree with all that
bas been said by the Leader of the Op-
position and the member for Mt. Margaret
as to the possibility of a man being able to
render greater service af 65, and even at 70
years of age, than he has been able to do
at any previous period of his life, and we
know that there are such instances. I, too,
could name a number of such officers in the
service to-day who are well over 65 and
who really are at the zenith of their powers
and, by virtue of their long years of ex-
perience, are rendering perhaps better ser-
vice at the present time than they did in
their earlier years. Nevertheless, we must
have regard for the fact that probably in the
majority of cases the acHve life’s work is
about completed at the age of 65, and thet
is why, no doubt, in this Stule, and in most
of the other States as well, the definite re-
tiring age has been fized al 65 years. We
have that provision in our own Public Ser-
vice Act.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Bixty.

The PREMIER: At 60 he may retire, but
at 65 he must retire, Notwithstanding that
provision, we have in the scrvice a number
of officers who are beyond the age of 65,
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and I have no doubt that if the paragraph
is carried as it appears in the Bill, in the
iuture, when the present Auditor Ceneral
reaches that age—his services will be con-
tinned. The paragraph hav not been inserted
with any desire to apply it 1o him.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: No, No.

The PREMIER: 8o fnr as I know, the
present Auditor-Gieneral is still many vears
ot Lhe retiring age.  As o matter nf fact, I do
not think he is yet 60, but it is wise that we
should have a provision of this kind in our
Act to enable a retirement to be effected if
the eireumstances of the ease require the re-
tirement. Most of us are not conscious of
our shorteomings and of whal the advancing
years are imposing upon uz, and we might
go on and on doddering to senile decay, al-
most, without realising that we ought to re-
tire in the intercsts of the service in which
we arc engaged. So we might have the Aun-
ditor-General going on until he is 80 years
of age; he might continue for years after he
has ceased to be able to perform the fune-
tions of his office.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Parlimnent eould
do its duty, and retire him.

The PREMIER: Of zovrse he could be
retired by resolution of hoth Houses. But
if a man has a record of Jong service, and
has conducted himself well in his office, Par-
liament would be reluetant to put wp a meo-
tion for his retirement merely becanse he
lias reached the retiring age. So I think the
position will be safeguarded by fixing the
age at 65, and we know well that Parliament
will not complain if any Government does
not adhere strietly fo the letler of the law
in respect of the retiremneni.

My, Mann: Why do not you leave it to the
Government’s diseretion.

The PREMIER: The (Government have
no control in this matter. I had thounght of
that. Moreover, it would be in the highest
degree undesirable.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Immoral.

The PREMIER: The Government have no
eontral over the Auditor-(Icneral; he is an
officer of Parliament. Hon. members will
realise the position,

Hon. G. Taylor: He will go at 65 if yon
pass this clause.

The PREMIER: He will not if the Gov-
ernment of the day do not put the clause
into operation. There are qaite a number of
officers in the service to-Juy well over the
retiring age.
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Mr, Latham: The paragraph is very de-
linite.

The PREMIER: What are you going to
do with a man who, becanse of his advane-
mg years, and who should bave retired at
45, does not realise his years and still ear-
vies on? The Committee will nol be doing
any injustice by passing the paragraph, be-
cause no Government would retive & man ai
G5 if thut man was in full possession of his
faculties,

Hon, G. Taylor: You mcsn that the Gov-
crument would not wetire such an officer
without consulting Parliament$

The PREMIER: I am sure I would not.
The Auditor-General is an cfficer of Parlia-
nment. I would not dresm of interfering
with his tenure of office wilhout consulting
Parliument. I do not think any other Goy-
crnment would do so either.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It occurs
to me as being proper that if a man, on
reaching the age of 63, is slill capable of
carrying out his duties, we chould not com-
pel him to retire. I am conient with what
the Premier lias said.

The PREMIER : More especially in a case
sueh as this, where the Anditor-General is
un officer of Parliament.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: An officer
who bolds an important position shonld not
he permitted to retain it after his G0th year
anless he is in full possession of his faeul-
ties, and is able to render valuable service.
There are in the employment of the Govern.
ment some who are not rendering services for
which they are paid, and who ought to go
out at 30 or 40 years of age. We are to
blame if they are kept in the service, but we
know how diffienlt it is to move anyone from
a position in the service. The fact, remains,
however, that if such a person cannot live up
to his job, he ought to go. I withdraw the
amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. LATHAM: I move an amendment—

That *fshall’* he struck out with a view to
ingerting ‘‘may ”?

The Premier:

Mr .LATHAM:
tory.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: At first T had strong
ohjections to the clause, but I am now satis-
fied there is no danger in it, especially
when assured that no Gorernment would at-
tempt to retire the Auditor General without
consulting Parliament. As for the proposed

It means the same thing.
No; “:hall” is manda-
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amendment, under the conditions I have
mentioned we shall be quite safe in leaving
the Bill as it is.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clanse 3—agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1927-28,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed tfrom the previcus day; Mr.
Lutey in the Chair,

Department of Agriculture (Hon. M. I,
Troy, Minister).

Vote—Agricullure, £75,210:

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{ Hon. M. F. Troy—Mt. Magnet) [6.3]: The
Department of Agriculture is so closely
allied to the Lands Department that at first
I tbhought it advisable to combine the dis-
cussion on the two of them. But since they
are separate departments, each covering a
wide scope, it is better that we give separate
aftention to the department now under con-
sideration. I am glad to say that the agri-
eultural industry in this State is in an ex-
ceedingly prosperous condition. This year
T am sure we shall have a record harvest,
and that the wheat yield will be some million
hushels in execess of last year's figures. The
past year ean be looked back on with a
great deal of pleasure, for there is no douht
ihat the State, from an agrienitural point
of view, has made wonderful progress. The
primary produets, such as wocl, wheat and
fruit, have been marketed in far greater
yuantities than ever before. The year might
reasonably be referred io as a record break-
ing one. This will he realised when T in-
form members that the wheat produeed,
namely, 30,021,616 bushels, exceeded the pre-
vious reeord by 6,134,219 bushels, and that
the area under erop for wheat, namely,
2,571,187 ncres, was greater by 459,155 aeres
ihan we had ever sown before. Tt is esti-
mated that we have under crop this year
for grain 3,000.000 scres, and that we shall
karvest 35,000,000 hushels. Last evening the
membet for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) made
the remarkable statement that the farmer had
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to do all his own investigation work, thal
the department did not do any. To say that
of the Department of Agriculture is to say
something that is not correct, The depart-
ment in its aetivities places investigations
and research work foremost. Tt is quite
manifest this year that the breeding of wheat
in 1his country bhas been largely responsible
for our increased production. That is work
done by the Agricultural Department, and
no otlier person is entitled to eredit for what
has been achieved in that respeet. It is
remarkable that the wheats bred up by the
department are freer from disease than are
other varieties. Also the wheats bred by
the department are giving heavier yields
than most other varieties. That is atiribut-
shle to the work of the department. There
is no doubt the experimental farms under
the control of the department have had an
appreciable effect on onr wheat yield, as they
carry out experiments to determine the best
varieties to plant, the time of planting, the
rate of seeding and the rate of fertilisers
to apply. Year after year the department
is ratrying out research work with a view
to huilding wp those records essential to the
maintaining of onr progress. And when we
come to realise the great work dome by our
departmental experts in the treatment of in-
seet pests, it will be admitted that in this
respect the department is performing a very
valnable service, one that deserves to be
warmly encouraged by the Government. Re-
verting to the department’s speeial wheats,
the latest to be produneed is that known as
Noongar. Tt is the resnlt of very natienl
research over n number of years, and it is
sxpected to prove one of the most prolific
of our wheats.

Mr. Mann: What was it bred from?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I could not tell you that.

Hon. G. Taylor: Is it an early wheat or
a late one?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
An eurlv wheat. Tt is u highly prolifie
wheal and it is doing particularly well in
ontlying parts of the wheat belt. The pro-
duction of that variety of wheat in this
conntry menns millions of wealth to Westem
Anstrealia, T am glad to know from resulis
coming to hand that the wheat yields in the
far eastern areas sre more than favourahis,
From all the outhack are:: beyond Tale
Brown ond Sonthern Cross the harvest po-
ports are most encouraging. Although some
{ime ago a scare was raised about rust and
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other disabilities, it will be found that the
harvest will prove a reeord one for West.
ern Australia.

Mr. Thonson: Will you speak up plense;
we eannot hear a word you are saying,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The apple yield last vear was a reeord.
From figures that have just come fo hand
L Bod that no fewer than 901,000 eases of
apples were produced last season, ov ap-
proximately 40,000 cases more than we ever
obtained before. Of this number, 548,201
#nses were exported, the highest guantity
sent out of the State previouvsly having been
347,342 cases. It is verv gratifying to
hear that the prices ebtained overseas bv
our growers were the highest paid for apples
from Australagia. T regret that probably
this vear’s production will not be so great.
Still that remains to be seen. T hope things
will not prove to be quite so bad as some
people fear. Things always appear to he
worse rt the beginning of the season. The
producer fears to see the whole of his vear’s
nperations and expenditure go for naught.
To him it means the difference between pay-
ing his debts and not being able to pay
them. Other citizens ean live from month
to month and year to year becanse
they are in receipt of salaries or in-
romes, but the producer has to put in
all his capital, wait a year, and is all ihe
time dependent on the seasons. We ecan
appreciate his point of view when some
pests come along and rob him of the fruit of
his teil. During last year the State sent
away its first large shipment of wine to the
English market, 22,000 gallons being
despatehed. Tt is important to remember
that the Australian wines are securing a
place on the Brtish market and are bringing
good priees. Many people, coming fo this
country and taking up land for vineyards,
decided to grow grapes to be converted into
dried fruits. Had they embarked on the
growing of wine grapes, the results might
have been more satisfactory. Of course it
is easy to be wise after the event, but it is
a pity that men should ever be induced to
put all their eggs into one basket. Our
vineyards could be so arranged that in the
vears when there is a good market for
dried fruit our growers would have dried
fruit, while if the markets were good for
wine, they would have wine for the
narkets,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
When referving to the activities of the De«-
partment of Agriculture I should like to
emphasise the great work that is being
done by the departmental experts. Some
reference to them is necessary, becanse
most people, as well as members of Parlia-
ment, rarely come into contact with them,
with the result that the officers do not re-
ceive the encouragement that is duwe to
them. There have been no less than three
outbreaks of codlin moth during the last
few years, one at North Dandalup, one at
Collie and the other at Narrogin. I imagine
that not five per cent. of the community
knew anything abouf this, or the great
danger that arose to our apple growes
and the people of the State generally
throngh the outbreak of that pest. T wm
glad to say that the departmental officers
were able successfully to combat the pest,
and I believe it has now been stamped out
in the distriets where it oceurred.

Mr. Latham: I hope they will tackle the
hlowfly question.

The MINISTER FP'OR AGRICULTURE:
I admit that this must be tackled, but we
must take one thing at s time. The de-
partment is co-operating wow with the
Commonwealth Burean of Secience and
Industry and is tackling that problem.
Yesterday T discussed the matter of
nrganisation of premises, and a laboratory,
with the loeal eouncil, of whick Mr. Perry
is the ehairman. I think some progress
will be made in the matter. T am glad the
pastoralists are endeavouring to raise a
fund with which to assist in the research
work. Probably the blowfly causes more
damage to flocks than anything else in the
country. It accounts for millions of pounds
of wealth. This year the blowfly has been
particularly bad. I know of places whera
every day during winter, sheep had to be
bronght in and attended to beeause of this
pest, whereas previously they were clnan
healthy animals. This blowfly was hardly
known in the State ten or 20 years ago. Its
oceurrence is only of recent date. Whether
it i3 due to the fact that more wool is
growing on the backs of the sheep or that
the pest has increased at a wonderful rate,
T do not know,

Mr. Latham : I think the grubs ave
brought here with the sheep sometimes.

Mr. Ferguson: It may be dus to the
number of dead rabbits that are lying
about.
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURL:
That may be so. It is said that the blow-
flies came with sheep from the Eastorn
States. I do not think the department
know very much about the pest at present.
If it is not tackled soon, it will be a bad
thing for our flocks, 1 am glad the
Pastoralizsts’ Association have taken up
the matter and I hope they will succeed in
raising the fund. T am very surprised to
know there is any objection on the part of
some members of that organisation to eon-
tribute a levy of 23. per bale on the wool
output. T understand there is some trouble
of that sort. Tt is strange that any reason-
able man in the community should object
to contribute to such a fund. Tt will benefit
all concerned if the research work is car-
ried on, and if the Burcau of Scienes and
Industry as well as the Agrieunltural De
partment are assisted in combating this
pest. There have been great developments
in the pastoral industry- in Western Aus-
tralia doring the last five years. Five years
ago the aren taken wp by pastoralists was
200,000,000 acres, but at the end of Juue
Jast 230,000,000 acres had been taken up.
As members are aware, there has been a
very active settlement of pastoralists on
the north-eastern goldfields. Many pastor-
alists have eome from the Eastern States
and taken advantage of the opportunity
of aequiring holdings between Kalgoorlis,
Menzies, Leonora and Faverton, on either
gide of the railwav lines. T think all ihe
country is now taken up from the old
settled portion of the Murchison to Laver-
ton and bevond. That will mean very much
increased wool production and a large por-
centare increase in the nnmber of sheep.
The sheep census for the vear 1926 shows
that the State was then carrying 7,456,000
sheep. That was a record. The previous
record was 7,183,000. During 1926 the wool
produeed was 50,300,000 ths, which is 2
greater produetion than anvthing the State
has known hefore. During the last two
vears the number of sheep has increased at
the rate of half a million a year. Reports
indicate that ds a result of the wonderful
season experienced in the pastoral areas,
there will be a forther inerease in
the numbher of sheep held. I shouid
pot be snrprised if at the next census
the nnmber did not exceed 9,000,000
sheen. TFarmers in the wheat helt are now
fencing their properties and providing ade-
quate water supnlies in order that ther,
oo, may carry sheep. We know from the
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auantity of wire netting going out that the
farmers are rapidly bringinz their proper-
ties into a fit state to enable them to earry
sheep. 'We can anticipate that in a few
years at least 1,000,000 sheep will be added
in the agricultnral areas alone. When I
was at Kojonnp the other day with the
leader of the Counfry Parly | was strucic
with the great possibilities ¢f lamb produc-
tion in that loecality. The early pioneers
had a difficult task in front of them. They
were settled on apparently poor country
and had poison to contend with. Notwith-
standing their difficulties, they were able to
produce a fine quality of wool, as fine as
anything produced anywhere in the State.
They did not, however, ruske much pro-
gress until a year or two agu. Tt is a won-
derful tribute to the enterprise shown by
the people in the Great Southern distriet
that they have been able to do s0 mueh with
their country. They have indeed ereated
a fine reputation for Western Australia ir
the matter of wool preduction and stud
stock. In the area to which I refer a greai
change has been brought about by the
growth of subterranean clover. The conu-
try is naturally well drained, and on one
or two holdings we saw magnificent growils
of this partieular fodder. This afforded
evidence of what can be done with conntry
of this character. [ should particularly
like members to see the propertv of one
scttler who arrived in the distriet only a
few years azo. He is now earrying somc
excelient stud stock and has 1,000 sheep on
1,000 acres. He also receives a fine cheoune
every month from the butter faetory. He
has gone in for intepse cultivation, and by
this means will eventually Le sble to earry
more stock than he i= doing now, T do nnt
think T have ever seen 2 heiter example of
husbandry than is shown by the property
belonging to this settler. 1t is worth any-
one’s while going to see it. This is proh.
ably the finest and most compact properiy
I have ever come across, IE we eould
get scveral hundreds of farmers like
this one, there would he no question
about the future of that part of the
Great Southern distrirt. We have at
Fremantle erected at great expense maa*
works, at which to treat fat lamhs for ox-
port. T there is one portion of Western
Australia where the fat lamb industry esn
he carried on better than snywhere else it
is in the area that lies between the Great
Southern railway and the Jdairving country
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in the South-West. There is a great future
before that district. 1 shenld like to ses
there about 1,000 men of the capacity and
intelligence of the settler to whom I have
referred in the Kojonup edistriet. If we
had men of that ealibre setiled in this aven,
it would be turned into a magnificent pro-
vince. At any rate there is a great future
before it. The Department of Agriculture
is earrying out many expernnents there in
poor white gum country, to show what ean
be done with it. The experiments are very
instruetive. They show that even on the
poorest of Jand it is possible with subter-
ranean clover to secure excellent vesults.

Mr. Thomson: Provided it is heartened
up with superphosphate.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURY::
Superphosphate must be used. This coun-
try cannot produce very much without
super. Not only must it he used in the
autumn and the early winter, but therc
must also be a top dressing of it in the
spring. If our produeers will use super-
phosphate in the right way T believe a great
future lies heforve our stock raisers. Tt 1s
pleasing to note the improvement that has
beecn made in the dairying industry. In
1916 there were only 31,06 dairv cows i
the State, but last year the vumber had in-
creased to 67,160. In 191G the butter prn-
duction was 1,080,466 1bs., whereas in 1026
the figure had increased to 3,800,0001hs. At
present there arc eight butter Factories and
two cheese factories operating in the Stata,
I think we ean anticipale that as the years
proceed there will be a considerable inereasn
in the production of butter. There is cvery
teasen to expect this, for with the expendi-
ture of the large sums of money that are
being laid out in the South-West we ough!
very quickly to incrense our butter prodne-
tion. I feel sure of that myself. T antici-
pate we shall rapidly overhau] the necessi-

ties of the State, and in a fow years should

be able to cease imporling From the Easterr
States, and enter upon the export trade

Mr. T.atham: Shall w2 he able to wat
some of the Paterson bonus then?

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURT:
T liope we shall not need it. We should bhe
able so to develop our eountry as not to
need the Paterson bonns, though T suppose
we shall not despise it if it is still there.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: The dairymen
have to provide it. The Foderal Govern-
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ment do not provide it as they do in the
ease of sugar production.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE..
The people really have to nuy. It is merely
another method of raising taxation. The:
producers have so arranged things that they
are able to charge a certain price to the-
Australian pnblic. Tt is an exaction from.
the people, and is a species of taxation.
When members opposite are talking about
vermin taxes and other charges of that
nature; which are imposed for the benefit
of the people they represent, they shoull
have some regard to the imposition that is:
levied also upon the consumers of Aws
tralian butter.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There is too-
much roundabout taxation one way and an-
other.

Mr. Lindsay: What comparison is there-
between the vermin tax and the Paterson
butter bonus?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Farmers pay the vermin tax becanse through-
it protection is afforded to their stock.

Mr, Thomson: But they do not pay it
cheerfully.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE™
The public pny the butter honus in order to.
help the producers of butter.

Mr. Latham: We pay the vermin tax 1w
order that yon may get more income taga-
tion for the Treasury.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Premier offered to repeal the vermin tax
and ent away that ground of complaint. I
am one of the seltlers who pay the vermin
tax. I pay it for someone else, but I pay it.
cheerfully because the man farther out who
is fighting the pests—the dingoes, the foxes
and the eaglehawks—is proteeting me by
reason of his property standing between me
and the pests.

Mr. Lindsay: That is correct.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T do not see much to complain ahont in that.
Tf a Rill were introdueed to repeal the ver-
min tax, it wonld ereate great disappoint-
ment amongst some members opposite,

Mr. Thomson : Introduee it and I will sup-
port it.

Mr. Lindsay: If vou introduce it, T shall
oppose it.

The MINISTER. FOR AGRICULTURE:
The member for Toodvay is a wise man; he
realises the benefit a¢cruing from that piece
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of legislation. 1 have veferred to the opera-
tions of the experimental farms. Al the
farms are now in active operation excopt
that at Dampawah, for which a manager
was appointed the other day., We have ex-
perienced some diffeulty there in vegard to
clearing and making provision for the es-
tablishment of the farm. The area was por-
tion of a pastoral lease, and we have had
to resume it

Mr. Griffiths: Where is Dampawub farm?

The MINISTER FOR AGRIUULTURE:
About 40 miles east of Perenjori. Tn Sep-
tember of last vear the Muresk Awricultural
College was officinlly opened by the Premier.
At that time 16 students were receiving in.
struction. Af present 45 students are en.
rolled, but as the requests for studentskip
far exceed the accommodation available, the
Government decided to ereet an additional
dormitory that will permit of another 45
students being enrolled. One member re-
cently directed attention to the crops at
Muresk and stated that they were u very
bad advertisement for the college. T do not
think it is fair to condemn the institution
hefore it has heen properly Iaunched.

Mr. Latham: It has not had a fair ehance.

The MINISTER FOR AGRI{CTLTURE:
Tt was one of the dirtiest farms in
the country, it having heen neglected
for years. Tt is not fuir to attark
the principal of the college hefore he has
had an opportunity to put the place in order.

Mr. Griffiths: The same thing applied to
the Merredin State Farm.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUTLTURE:
Yes, and fo the Chapman State Farm. The
Chapman farm was the derision of the enun-
try for years. Tt takes time to knoek the
farms into shape, but the resnits have proved
kighly advantageous to the State. Tn the
prinetpal of the Muresk Colleze we have s
very good man.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: He is n very
fine mar.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, he has personalitv and chnrvacter. and
sets a fine example to the stndents. From
my contact with the students T know thev
hold him in verv high reeard. At Muresk
we have one of the best dairy herds in the
State. We naid a hich price to the Govern-
ment of New South Wales for some of the
animals. We did endeavour to imnort a
number of pigs of the best quality obtain-
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able from the Old Country, but the exporia-
fion was prohibited owing to the prevalen:o
of foot and mouth disease. The Government
are prepared to inake the college a pince
where the students will have every oppor-
tunity te equip themselves for the life on
the land. 1n addition 1 think that the insti-
tution will prove n good advertisement for
the State and that the results of its work
will be reflected in future settleent, Mem-
bers will note from the Estimaies that the

vote  exceeds Insi vear's expenditure by
£7,863. Fvery yeur the vote is inerensing

because the aciivities of the department are
hecoming greater.

My,
year.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. The staff also has been angmonted.
The staff has been inereased by the appoint-
ment of an apiculturist and five new agri-
enltural advisers, and provision is made for
the appointment of an assistant entomolo-
migt, Dy, Teakle has been appointed research
officer on plant nutrition. Dr. Teakle i 2
Western Australian who wus brought up in
the Geraldton district. He qualitied in this
State, gained an Amy Saw scholurship, and
went to America, where he studied for sev-
eral vears and then took his degree. He has
had wide experience since he left Western
Australia. The Government were fortunate
in seeuring his services. Fle did not propose
to return to Western Australia, having been
offered attractive positions elsewherce, but
the Covernment made the position suffi-
ciently attractive to induce him to return to
this State. He will devote the whole of his
time to research on plant nutrition. The
expenditure has also been inereased by the
ostablishuent of the new farms referred to.
Members will raise no objection to that. T
should like to see the svstem of experimental
Laems  extended partienlarly to localities
where diffienlties are experienced owing to
climatic and natural features. That, how-
ever, is not possible. As an alternative, we
employ a big staff to journey through the
country and carvy out a large number of
experiments in behalf of the settlers and on
loeations adjreent to the farms, The money
spent on those experiments, I consider, is
wisely apent. T doubt whether any expen-
diture in the State results in the ereation of
greater wealth than the expenditure hy the
Denartment of Agriculture. I have pleasure
in presenting the Estimates for the consid-
eration of members.

Thomson: Tt must increase every



[17 Noveamper, 1927.]

MR, THOMSONR (Katanning) [7.55]: I
congratulate the Minister and the officers of
his department on the sympathetic treatment
extended to me personglly. When any re-
quest has heen made to the Minister, he has
received it courtconsly and given it his hest
consideration. To give an illustration: the
ITonorary Minister vecently visited my dis-
trict and il was pointed oul lo him that
certain erops were affected by what is known
us take-all or die-back. The Minister im-
mediately made available one of the apri-
cultural advisers, who went right through
the distriet. On my waking applieation to
Mr. Sutton, 1 was able to obtain the serviees
of the same officer and secure his advice. In
Mr, Sutton and his officers I feel we have
men who are desirons of assisting the iun-
dustry to the utinost of thieir ability. One
of the sctivities of the deparlment that is
most beneficial is the sending of exhihits to
various agrienltural shows. The officer in
charge of the exhibits is Mr. Rudall. TIf the
Minister bad been present at the Katanning
Show, he would have felt that the work of
Mr. Rudell was well worth while,. He was
kept busily engaged supplvinz information
to farmerz regarding the various types of
seed wheat. The department, through that
officer, iz doing excellent work. I am sorry
the member for Yilgam s not in his seat,
because I wish to refer to his district. Some
time ago 1 visited the Southern Cross aven
and found that n great deal of dissatisfaetion
existed amongst the settlers over the advanees
being made by the Agrienltural Bank. 1
visited the experimental plots on the farm
of Mr. Richards. Thoee plots eleariy demon-
strated the productive cupaecity of the dis-
triet provided the erops were sown under
proper eonditions. I have no doubt that the
work done by the departmental expert on
Mr. Riehards’ {arm has been largely respon-
sible for the splendid resnlts aehigved in the
Soutbern C'voss district this year. Tet me
also utter a word in commendation of ihe
sheep and wool inspeetor, Mr. MeCallum.

Hon. G. Tavlor: The only thing wrong
with him i his name.

Mr. THOMSON: T had the pleasure of
attending one of his leetures, and a morn
practical lecture [ never heard,

Mr. E. B. Johnston: He i+ the wost on
derpaid man in the department.

Hon. G. Taylor: He knows his business.

Mr. THOMSOX : He is a valuahle asset to
ihe department, and has proved of great
assistance to the small farmers. Through Mr.
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McCallun the department is able to place
at the disposal of 2 new settler the fruits of
years of experience, and if the settler fol-
lows the adviee given him in the establish-
ment of his flocks, he must veap considerable
henetit. I direct the attention of the Min-
ister to the difliculty experienced by that
offieer in moving about, the eountry. In view
of his excellent work he should be provided
with soitable means of transport, At pres-
ent he hag to rely upon the irain service, ov
aceept the good oflices of people intercstend
in his leetures to convey him to various cen-
tres. I believe that better returns would
he obtained from that gentleman’s serviees
it he were provided with means of transport.
1Ee himsell has not put the matter to me at
all: L wa mevely cxpressing the effect of
representations made to me by my constit-
uents.  Another lield ofticer, Mr. Barron Hay,
is also most eapable and gives highly valu-
able adviee. 1 was pleased to hear from the
Minister that umong che new  appointecs
there is a genileman who was one of this
Stute’s stndents, ind who. having aceumu-
lated knowledge in other paris of the world,
has returned to place it at the disposal of
his native country. 'The Western Australian
agrienltnrist has mauy problems to face, but
throngh suitable working arrungements with
the Federal Government m regard to seien-
tific research we should be able o eliminate
auite 1 number of the pesis now afflicting
our farmwrs and orchanlists, Take the easn
of the apple indnstey.  lLast vear was most
prolitable to the vrehavdisi: but that exper-
ience will not, 1 regret Lo say, be repeated
thiz vear. Contracts for the sale of many
thonsunds of pounds’ worlh of froit have
been made, nnd the problem is whether the
goods can he deliverad.

Hon. & Taylor: What is the eause of the
trouhle?

M, THOMSON: Thrip, which has pro-
dueed disastrous results in the apple or-
chards. 1 see by this evening’s paper that
the thrip problem, muong viliers, will reeeive
attention from the Commorwealth. It some
method of effectively combating thrip can
he d-viged. a erop should he ensured to our
apple-growers earh yeur. T was glad to hear
{lie Minister <ay that the blow-ly menuee is
also reeeivine altention.  Thonsands of
pounds’ worth of valnahle wool has been Jost
tliis geason owing to blow-ly attacks, and it
is hich time the pest was countered. The
Minister, like many other people, has been
surprised to learn that in certain Adistriets
stock eannot be raised, since they live
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only a certain peried, and then fade
away and die in spite of all efforts to restore
them to health. In those districts the scien-
tist of the Agricultural Department will have
to come to the aid of the primary produecers,
and I hope he will be able Lo solve that very
serious problem. As a general rule our
oflicials do not get many thaoks, and prob-
ably they will appreciatc a public acknow-
ledgment of the excellent services rendered
to this State by Mr. Sutton and his staft.
Mr. Sutton is sympathetie, keen, and prompt
to attend to requests. From a part of my
electorate I recently received a telephone
message to the effect that sheep were dying,
I got in toueh with the Agricultural Depart-
ment, and on the very next day Mr. Bennett,
the Veterinary Pathologist, was despatched
to the district. = Nothing could have been
prompter. In viticulture we are faced with
a difficult problem. TUnfortunately for this
Stale and the Commonwealth, at the close of
the war dried fruit prices were excellent and
sufficient investigation was not made into
the nortnal requirements of the market, As
a result, hundreds of aeres of land were put
under table vines. Greatly to the disap-
peintment not only of those who urged the
men to embark on the indostry, but also of
the soldiers themselves, it is found that
Western Australin is producing far more
dried fruits than ean be sold in eompetition
with other countries. I hope the department
are making or will maks inquiries as to
what is best to be done with vineyards
which were planted for the production of
dried froits, partienlarly whether they can
with profit he turned to wine-making. T have
no donbt the matter bas reecived the Min-
isler’s consideration alreadv. The adviee
given by the hon. gentleman is sound, hut if
our vitieultnral industry is not going to ex-
pand, a viticultural expert is of no use to
us. [ acknowlodge that the gentleman in
question is very keen and eapable.

The Minister for Agvienlture: In that re-
snect there is an excellent opening for all
these Jumo-Slavs,

Mr. THOMSON: TPossibly, though one
hardly dares to suggest that those people
should take on the industry. Flowever, much
land now regarded as nseless could, under
certain conditions, be utilised by Jugo-Slavs.
Tf those people prove themselves good cit-
izens by bringing into prednetivity land to-
day looked upon as absolutely useless, they
will render a most valuahle service to the
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State and the community. Moreover, their
activities must furnish a certain amount of
work for other people in the State.

Hon. G. Taylor: 1t is diflicult to get peo-
ple to see the matter in that light.

Mr. THOMSON: Many people will see it
in that light. As Leader of the Country
Party I desirc to express my appreeiation
of the excellent work which the Agrienltural
Department have done and are doing.
While, as pointed ont by the Minister, the
Apricoltural Estimates have increased, we
recognise the necessity for continned expan-
sion in our agricultural industry, failing
which the State will stagnoie; and the wider
the expansion, the greater will be the de-
mands upon the Agricultural Department's
scientific side.

MR. C. P, WANSBROUGH (Beverley)
[8.10]: T desire to eongratulate the Minis~
ter upon having handed over the Avondale
Estate to the Agricultural Department. [
am aware that this suljeet is, with me,
a hardy annual of many years' standiang:
but T am indeed pleased to know that at last
the fine estate alluded to is commencing o
dleal with certain problems whieh in my dis-
triet are nwaiting solution. Since the Agri-
culturnl College has been lost to Beverley,
my constifuents are of opinion that the
Avondale Estate should he put to some other
use than heing a holding ground for eatile
irom the North-West. Unfqueslinnably the
tstate has served a useful pnrpose in that re-
speet, but T am more than pleased that the
officers of the Agricultural Department are
now furning it to better uses. The oat erops
on the estate nre marvellous. Though, like
Muresk, Avondale is an vld estate and some-
what dirty, nevertheless in the matter of
ont crops it will stand np te anything clse
in Western Australin. The recent field day
on  Avondale was a pronounced sueeess,
more cspeeially from an educational aspect.
The demonstrations which Mr. Millington
eaused to he submitted to the notice of the
farmers were indeed lessons {e many people
of the district, and this applies more par-
ticularly to the silo demonstration. T agree
with the Minister for Agrieulture that we
Ao not yet know one half of the productive
eapabilities of our lands, more partieularly
as regards pasture. From that aspeet I am
especially pleased to learn of the appoint-
ment of Dr. Teakle. A large field awaits
his exploration, more especially in the mat-
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ter of the stoeck diseases rampant in some
purls of the State. The combined attention
of Dr, Teakle and Mr. Bennett should im-
mediately be given to solving the problem
of braxy-like disease. Despite lengthy in-
vestigations, no remedy has yet been discov-
-ered; and therefore Dr. Teakle and Mr.
Bennett have the opportunity of rendering
u serviee of the first importance to
Western Australia. T would like the
Minister, in veplying, to state how
Lar Mr. Bennett has progressed in his
investigations into the braxy-like diseasc.
We have had uwothing deflinite on
the subject from any officer as yet, though
-considerable attention has been given to it
during the Jast two years. [ wish to state
plainly that the fault does not lie with
Mr. Bennett, who spaves no trouble, either
day or night. During last winter he wus
walking about the paddoeks by lantern
light in the lope of picking up some clue
that would emable him to discover the
cause of the disease.

Hon. @. Taylor: He is a very energetic
«officer.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH : Some years
ago Prafessor Dakin went closely into tha
yuestion, and submitted a full and interest-
ing report; but from this, as from other
investigations, nothing definite has resulted.
Whether other investizators followed the
same lines as Professor Dakin T do not
know. In my clectorate the farmers mini-
mise their losses by paying specially eare-
ful aitention to the sheep during eertain
periods. The Scottish cetllers, who have
had long evperience of the braxy-like
trouble in the Old Country, maintain that
the local disease is in appearance the same
trouble. From the seientifie aspeet, the one
thing lacking is a definite diagnosis. One
Beottish seftler maintains that it is a ques-
tion of plant nwtrition, the {reatment of
the soil with lime and so forth. There again
there is a wide field for research in con-
nection with the probable effeet arising
from the treatment of the heavier soils
with lime. The Minister referred to the
fing results secured by a farmer in the
Great Sonthern distriet with subterrancan
clover. The Minister need not go so Cnr
afield as that for a striking illustration
of what can be done along those lines. Ha=
need go only so far as York and visit the
estate of Mr. A. J. Monger. There he will
get a better illustration of what ean be
done.
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The Minister for Lands: Without de-
preciating Mr. Monger's achievements, 1
consider those secured by the gentleman T
referred to are the better of the two. I
have seen them both. There were fine re-
sults not only with subterranean clover,
but with vetches and other fodder plants.

Mr. C. P, WANSBROUGH: The point I
wish to make is that it is not necessary to
go down to the wet distriets of the South-
West to establish subterramcan elover
snecessfully. Mr, Monger has succeeded in
that dirvection for a number of years with
the older soils of the York distriet, and he
has reached the stage that he has demon-
strated the advantages to be gained by the
applieation of fertilisers to the heavier
soils in that aren. With the establishment
of clovers, he hag revolutionised the stocl:-
earrying eapacity of the land there. Under
eapable management, I Dhelieve the stock-
earrying capacity of two-thirds of the land
in the rastern districls. and in the sounthern
parts as well, will be wvastly inereased.
The Minister referved (o the Agrienl-
tural College at Muresk and the condi-
tion of the erops this year. It must be
admitted that, as viewed from the railway
earriage windows, the erops on the Muresk
estate, adjoining the line, are certainly a
bad advertisement. I will not go so far as
did some members in another place and
condemn the crops altogether, because I
renlise the problem involved in dealing with
an old-estnblished farm. At the same
time I most admit that the fallowing is not
s credit to the college. From a practieal
farmer’s point of view, hetter muthods will
have to be employed in the future if that
class of land is to yield to an extenc
corresponding  to  lhe capacity of the
soil.  Another matter relating to the
Agricultural College is the age at which
students are nllowed to take up residence,
T understand lads must be 15 years of ave
before they are admitted. For the average
country lad that is a year too late. The
average lad in the country leaves school at
the are of 15, and in regard to farming
his edueation is sufficient to enable him to
become a student at Muresk. I think a
point counld be stretched and eountry lads
admitted when they are 14 years of age. T
eongratulate the Minister on the way re-
sults are bearing out his forgeast of {he
wheat yield. In some of the eastern dis-
triets marvellons yields are vecorded, and
it ig stated that an average as high as 36
bushels to the acre has been secured in the
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Mukenbudden distriet. To-night’s “Daily
News'® contains a statement indieafing
that 25-bushel crops are common. For my
part I believe that will be characteristic of
the whole of the eastern wheat areas. [
confess to having been one of those whe
was afraid of the ravages of rust. I
thonght that disease would materially re-
duee the average vield, but I am satisfied
that the damage is not serious except where
one or two types of wheat are concerned.
That applies particularly to Federation
wheat. The farmers of the State should
be able to learn a lesson from present-day
results. Federation is a wheat that has
heen uvsed in my electorate for many years
past and has proved the ruination of more
than one farmer.

The Minister for Lands: There is a greal
temptation to grow it.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: That is so,
but it is very suseeptible to various
diseases. This year it has heen affectcl
badly by rust. If this experience results
in farmers learning the lesson to be drawn,
some good will have peen achieved. T eon-
eratulate the Minister on his references to
Nabawa wheat. That type is a monument
to the credit of the Direetor of Agrieulture,
Mr. Sutton. Nabawa has proved itself to
possess wonderful disease-resisting quali-
ties. I bave not heard of one instance of
Nabawa having been affected by rust or
any other disease. I trust Mr. Sutton will be
able to continue along the lines to which
his investigations have led this State. 1
hope to see the Avondale Estate providinz
clean seed wheat truze to name to the sur-
rounding distriets where such supplies are
bedly needed.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [8.22]: While
hon. members have had opportunities to
discuss most of the phases of agrieulture,
Lhere are three or four points T would like
to touch upon. They are not little points,
us the Premier sometimes interjects when
1 mention matters in this Chamber. T will
divide my remarks under four headings.
First, T shall refer to the economir position
of the agricultural indusiry, secondly, to
setentific investigation, and, thirdly, I shall
link up with those two phases, some of the
marvellous statements we read in the Press
nhout the use of electrie ploughs, electro-
eultnre, and other phases. Finally. T shall
put in a plea for the establishment in this
ftate of crop competitions for the farmers
who are developing our second and third
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class land. The development of agriculture
deals with a phase of our nationat life and
we must acknowledge its importance. Agri-
culture is the money spinner at the present
time, therefore it would not have been a
compliment to the Minister had the disens-
gsion on the vote concluded last night. The
member for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) made
reference {o the generally accepted view that
everything was right with agriculture in
Australia, and emphasised his remarks by
dealing with the position in the TUnited
Rtates of America. He pictured the posi-
tion of the farmers as far back as 1924, and
referred to the state of insolveney in which
s0 manv of the American farmers found
themselves., Recently the Federal Industrial
(“ommission retnrned from the United States
after a lengthy inquiry inte the industrial
and  monufacturing undertakings of that
country. They did not make any inquiries
regarding the primary industries. On the
other hand, Mr. Norman Angell spent a
eonsidernble time in an investization of the
industrinl eonditions obtaining in the United
States. Unlike the Federal Industria! Com-
mission, he did not examine the position on
one side only. He examined the conditions
on hoth sides and he embodied the result
of his inquiries in an artiele headed “The
Prosperity of America”; “Reverse Side of
the Medal.” In the eourse of that srticle
he said—

If the visitor would Jeave the towns and go
to the farms—particularly in the Sounih and
South-West, in the Dakotas, in the wheat belt
—he would find a Adiffercnce of standard so
great in degree from that of the cities as to
make an centirely different kind of life. Nao
longer an air of lavishness and prosperity, but
an gppressive antmosphere of poverty and ingol-
veney; or decrepit and tumble-down houses,
poor fond, tramps’ clothing, anxicty, debt and

hopelessness,  Amd this is certainly a third,
perhaps more, of the golden America.

Tn another paragraph headed “The Two
Amerieas” he says—

Perhaps the mast amazing thing in  the
whole situntion is the ignoranee of the avernge
town-bred Ameriecan of the condltions of his
own country in this respect. Tle realises little
of the deep and vast aulf whielh now separates
the two Amerieas—the America of the town
and the America of the farm., The real class
gtruggle in this country is not as between the
town worker an? {he lown ecapitalist, it is he-.
tween the man on the land and the pregent in-
dustrinl organigation,

Under the heading of
Plight” he coneludes—

Virtually everything that the farmer had for
sale had to be sold at a world {a frec trade)

“The Farmer's
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price. But everything he had to buy, includ-
ing things like machinery, clothing and the
rest, was bought at a highly protected price.
No industry in the world vould, year in and
year out, stand such onc-sided treatment, and
American farming has not stood it, Mecan-
time manufacturing and the citics were get-
ting their foodstuffs and many of the raw
materials at lowest world price, while makin:y
the farmer pay the highest proteeted priee for
manufactures.

That was the verdict of Mr. Norman Angeli
after he had returned to England.

Hon. G. Taylor: But the farmers in Aus-
tralia are supporting a very high tariff.

Mr, E. B. Johnston: Where do you get
that idea from?

Hon. G. Taylor:: The highest tariffi we
have ever had in Australia has been imposed
under the regime of the present Federal
Government.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Tn highly organised
gountries like (sreat Britain and the Tnited
dtates of America, the position has reached
such a parlous state that, while manufac-
turers flourish, farmers are practieally down
and ont. Here is a quotation from the “Me!-
hourne Age” under date 2nd November--

News from $St. Louis, Missouri, says that
300 agricultural leaders from 20 mild-west and
southern States, in a sweeping indictment of
the foes of farm relief, adopted a resolution
in conferencc demanding the re-enaetment of
legislation coffectively incorporating the prin-
ciples of the MeNary-Haugen Marketing 13il1,
which was vetoed by President Coolidge. The
regolution eriticiged Pregident Coolidge’s farm
policy.

Hon. G. Taylor:
irouble there, too.
trouble.

Mr. GRTFFITHS: The farmers are in
tronble in Britain and Ameriea, and while
the farmers of Australin are on a fairly
decent wicket, I want to make sure that we
do not drift into the same condition as the
farmers in Ameriea and Britain.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: There are no country
parties in those places.

Hon. G. Taylor: Why look for trouble?

Mr. Marshall: Thev have not got sach a
Federal Government as we have to impose
high tariffs. Look what Earle Page has
Jdone. since he has been in the Government.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: In the “Daily Mail”
and other British papers that I have read
recently, I have noticed series of headings
such as the following:—

The farmers .ure in
They are always in

‘‘England's farmers down and out?’;
‘“‘Land in Kent for nothing?’’; '‘Unsaleabls
food ploughed in’’; ‘“Not a penny profit in
three vears’!; ‘‘Farmera’' plight’!; *Two
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ways out’’;
tion.

In those two highly urbanised countries
every attention has Dbeen.paid to industrial
development, but very little attention (s
agrienltural development. On the other
hand at present in the Unifed States scien-
tists ave devoting some study to agrieu!-
ture, and large sums are beitg spent on re-
search work. A farm block kas been formed
in the Senate in conjunetion with a num-
ber of scientific bodies that have been try-
ing to find some solution +f the difficultics
of the farmer. Here is an extract from
the “Age” dealing with the conditions in
New South Wales. It is headed, “Wheat
fayming costs” and it reads as follows—-

‘‘Stnte purchase v less taxa-

That there is a back to grazing movement
in the Riverina is the opinion expressed by a
number of cxpericneed farmers in the dis-
trict, mainly due, it is stated, to the poer
pricez obtained for wheat and the character
of the legislation being enforced in New South
Whnles, The cost of production is so close to
the value received for the wheat that the profit
obtained is infinitesimal, The farmer who
hae & wife and family to maintain finds it
neeessary to work about 70 hours a week, and
with the reeent rural award for farm hands,
it i3 ovident that further difficulties will arise
in the wheat-growing industry.

The writer gives an estimate of farming
costs, showing how little margin there is
hetween profit and loss. However, it would
anly weary the House if I were to read ont
the details. Here we have two highly urban-
ised countries like the United States and
Great Britain, where the farmers are in
difficulties, due to many eauves: and nearer
home, even in Australia we see that therc
is talk of the line above poverty being too
narrow. In our own State farmers have
been doing very well during the past few
years. But the relative price, the margin
between the eost of production and what is
realised for the produet, iz very little bet-
ter than it was at the beginning of the war
People tell us that the prie: of wheat has
gone up, and that the prices of other com-
modities have not gone up in the same pro-
portion. That is entirely wrong. They have
gone up in the same propoviion, and T am
even now eollecting figures showing the
position exactly. T propose to put them
before the House as soon as I have com-
pleted my task. The member for Toodyay
pointed out last night that it has heen Ly
the adoption of large machinery and the in.
troduction of good farming methods that
we liave heen able to make a pavable pri-
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position of agriculture as an industry. Tn
America alt sorts of devices have bemn
adopted in the atfempt to relieve the situa-
tion showmg that the position there is
really serious.

Hon. G. Taylor:
there.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Not =0 zood a yield
as we get, and their holdings are very murh
smaller than are ours. We are enabled t:
crop large areas at lower costs, and s0 we
ean reap reasonable profits, But I warn
niembers that we require to he eareful not
to kill the goose that loye the golden egg.
Now that ecompletes the firsl phase of what
I have to say to-night. Turning to the
guestion of agrieultural research, we have
had from the Minister to-might eertain in-
dications that he at any rate is alive to the
value of agricultural research. Seience is
on the side of survival, and money invested
in research is not a luxury, bul is a seund
investment and is indeed a condition of sur-
vival. Mr Bructe, speakins aboot researcl.
generally, when addressing the Couneil of
Secientific and Tndustrial Nesearch recently,
said this—

Thay get a zood yield

No country that desires to earry out its de-
velopment on the most modern awd ceffieient
lines can afford to negleet the fostering of
gcientific effort within ita borders.

The Council of Scientific and Tndustri:n?
Research has pointed to the millions of
money spent ty other countries in that
work. The Minister will iell us that th.y
arc doing a great deal for Australia, for
ecrtainly he is alive to tha value of (heir
work. Some men are ever ready to speik
of scientists as hnmbugs, but of course
those men have never met renl scientisis.
Those they have met tnay more properly
be described as charlatans. Seientifie re-
search is a question of survival amongst the
different races. 1f we are to hold our owr,
we must keep abreast of the march of thinps
in up to date countries. In this journal
that ¥ have, mentior is made of what is
being spent in other countries. They in-
stance the Carnegiec Institute, with a capital
endowment of £4,000,000, the Bureau of
Standards with an annual budget of
£120,000, the Burean of Mines, whiech an-
nually expends £100,000, and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture with an annual appro-
priation of £8,000,000, and an annual ex-
penditure of £2,000,000 on research alone
in many of the magnificent private indus-
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frial  research laboratorice with which
Ameriea is so richly endowed. 1 have a
list of many of these, but it would weary
members if T were to read it out. TUn:
doubtedly Ameriea is geing in largely for

research, particularly on the industrin!
side. Cunada has established a Council of

Scientific and Indusirial Research, and so
too has New Zealand.  South Afriea has
made fremendons strides in primary indus-
iries and partieularly at the veterinary col-
leze at Onderstepnort, whicli is eapitalized
at £250,000 and has an annunl appropria-
tion of £100,000. T know the Minister is
fully alive lo the value of ngrieultural re-
search, but T think it is incumbent on me
to erave the indulgence of the Ifouse while
T dwell upon this aspect. [ look back and
see what we owe (n the seientists of tha
past, particularly in  agrienléure.  First
there 15 Gregor Mendel, whose laws have
bheen a very great faetor in the breeding
of plants and animals.  Then there wa-
Lather Burbank, of .America, who did won-
derful things in plnt breeding, including
the spineless caetns, which is transforming
some nf the desert rewions of America to-
day. Then we come to Margraff, the Ger-
man chemist, who in 1760 inmmproved the
sugar beet, and as 2 result the sugur beet
factories to-day are lurning out a thousand
times more sugar than they did in
Napoleon's day. Then there is Babeock, of
the Wisconsin Agrieultural College, whose
milk tester has worked radieal changes in
dairving. Next we eome to Pasteur’s work.
What he disecovered revolutionised wine mak-
ing. Then there is the great Anglo-Aus-
tralinn, Willlam Yarrer.  Something was
said to-night about Federation wheat. That
whent has served a veryv useful purpose, and
has meant an annual increased income of
half a million to Vietoria for the last 15
vears, Probahly it has now had its day, but
there are other wheats, like Nabawn., meet-
ing present-day conditions. Then the dis-
covery of superphosphate has meant a tre-
mendous inerease of wealth to Australia,
estimated at £5,000,000 per annum. In con-
clusion, T wish to emphasise the diseoveries
of Hellrigel and Wilfarth, the Germans who
mvestigated the problem of leguminous
plants. During the war it was frequently
said that QGermany wonld be out within six
months, that she eould not get the nitrate
salts tequited for fertilising parnoses and
for the manufacture of hirh exnlasives. But
what was the solution of her difficultv? Her
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scientists crected plants by which they ex-
tracted from the atmosphere the necessary
aitrogen. We know that four-Gfths of the
atmosphere counsists of nitrogen, amd 1 be-
lieve the annual rainfall brings down some
10 Ibs. of nitrogen to the aere. Then we
read of electrical appliances that pni clec.
tricity into the soil. It is wonderful to think
of these things, Hon. members need only go
into their own gardens and pull up peas or
beans or other leguminous plants to find
the nitrogenous nodules on the roots of thes~
plants,

Mr. Davy: You ean see them on the roots
of the elover in the lawn.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes., The Minister
will he interested to know that one of his
own officers, the distriet inspector at Keller-
berrin, had n letfer from Ameriea eontaining
a remarkable passage. He thouzht it rather
rood, although it sounds impossihle. e
handed it over to the editor of the “Eastern
Recorder,” and T see it has heen copied info
several other papers since. The article savs:
“Plouch sends power into soil it tills: de-
monstration of eleetroculture near Rochester
dAraws many farmers and experts; no fer-
tiliser required.”  Fertilirer companies in
thic State will not like it if some invention
renders it unnecessary for farmers to use
their produets. The article eontinnes, “Re-
snlts of system are called remarkable, erops
arow faster and weeds are killed” Some
people go through life with {heir faces
turned to the past. They seem to think that
summers and winters are not the same as
those they used to expevience. They are for-
ever talking about the old daya Our evex
were put into our heads in order that we
might lack forward. We were not intended
to look backwards. Refore I left the Old
Country as a young fellow I used to he nb-
sorbed in Jules Verne's tales. T was also
acquainted with Mother Shipton’s prophe-
eies. She prophesied many wonderful things.
T remember only one thing that did not come
true, and that was: “The world then to an
end shall come, in 1891 We have long
Passed that date, so that propheey has not
come true. Many things were spoken of.
such as flying, and travelling under the sea.
Jules Verne wrote abont five weeks in a
hallonn and another storv of a voyage 25,000
teagues under the sea. All those things were
lacked upon as wonderful, if not impossible.
To-dav we take them az a matter of course.
Quite recently & man flew at the rate of 300
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miles an bhour. In our homes we can hear
the booming of Big Ben at Westininster.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
getting away from the subject.

Mr. GRIFIITIIS: 1 am trying to show
that those things, regarded as wonderful 25
or 30 years ago, are commonplace to-day. I
read jost now of a plourh thai iz going to
do away with fertilisers. We eannot afford
to smile at such things. 1 have come in
contact lately with several things that have
caused me to think and to interview certain
people. I hold no brief in respect of the
particular tnatter about which ! am going
to speak, nor for the man who invented it,
nor for him who has sccured the ageney in
this State. T refer tv the electroeulture
plant, and the clectritication of seeds, I will
give members some information that will
zet them thinking, and probably experiment-
ing in their own gardens. T am experiment-
ing myself. T have seen and heard certain
things which have eansed me to wonder. T
interviewed Mr, Troucliet some little time
azo, as a resnlt of which ha pat certain ques-
tions before me, and [ am going to pass
thetn on to members to-night  There is more
in this than meets the eye. A plant was re-
vently erected at Merredin. A mistoke was
made with regard to it, lmt after an ex-
penditure of £15 or £50 the plant was put
right. Tt has not cosl the fiovernment any-
thing. T ask the Alinister to keep an eye
upon this, and not to be token in by what
the Minister for Agricaltnre in France has
sent back here, ncensing n certain inventor
of being a cheat.

Mr. E. B. Johnston. Have yon had re-
sults?

Mr. GRIFFITNS:
menting at present.

Mr. B, B, Johnston: It will be inferesting
to hear what they are.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Thi: is no new thing.
We know what happened with regard to
superphosphate and chemiesl manures some
veurs ago. [ remember the seepticism
smongst farmers in the Old Country. They
would not have saper. on their land because
they said it would exhaust the soil and ruin
it. To-day chemieal manures are used every-
where in the Old Couniry.

Mr. Latham: You ennnot get s better fer-
tiliser than eleetricity.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: This matter is not &
question of a few isolated plants. There are
more than 1,000,000 plants in operation to-
day. A man who has heen in Franee told me

T am only experi-
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the other day that he hus tcen these plants
in many vineyards in his country, and that
the practice of electrifying the vines is being
largely indulged in. He also said that in
cases where the planls arve correctly in-
stalled, they are giving gooed results. In
1756 an Edinburgh physician found that twu
myrtle trees, after being ireated in this
fashion, put forth small branches und blos-
somed sooner than simiiar trees that had not
been so treated,

The Premier:
electroente yom,

Mr, GRIFFITHS: I have certain things
to say that T will say, despile the Premier’s
disgust, -

Mr, Latham: It is goo stuff.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: T have listened to the
Premier with patience, and he should listen
1o me also.

The Premier: Yon are always reading
uhour somebody else. Give nz an idea or two
of your own.

Mr. GRIFTITHS: [ have given some
ideas of my own, and have quoted other
things to endorse them.

The Premier: If you confined yourself to
vour own ideas you would soon be punctured.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Premier some-
times quotes from the sayings of ‘other peo-
ple.

The Premier: No.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The member for Collie
might well interview Mr. MeCanghan with
regurd to some tomato experiments at Col-
lic. The member for Bunbury might inter-
view Miss Higgie, who wrote a letter to the
“Sunday Times” showing what she has done
in her private house with the Christofleau ap-
paratus. The member for Oreenough might
interview the schoolmaster at Nabawa, whose
letter appeared in the “Sunday Times” last
Sunday week. The member for Irwin might
interview John Leahy of Pithara. That
gentleman noticed what had occurred at the
foot of an carth wire which ran into the
ground from his wircless, All the land
round about was denuded of vegetation,
but where the wire ran into the ground he
found a fine growth of prass, weeds, oats,
cte. As there was no moistnre in the ground
at the time, he thought the growth was due to
alectricity passing through the wire. The
member for Katanning should interview Mr.
Vanzuilicom at Mt. Barker. Tn a letter from
Bunbury Miss Higgie states that in view of
the interest that is taken in eleectroculture,
she thinks it might interest readers of the
“Sunday Times” if she quoted some results

I should like someone to
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she had obtained with regnid to a plant she
Lad installed in her own garden. The veget-
ables she grew on the electrified portion con-
sisted of fine peas, beans, and [ettuces, ay
well as rock melons and jam melons, She
says, “We were able to use carrots although
they were only nine weeks old.”

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Is the process ex-
pensive?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The plant costs about
£8.  The master of the sckool at Nabhawa
has given his expertence of electrifieation
in this direction. I have here some photn-
graphs of vegetables grown with this appar-
atus. The white turnips weigh 3% lbs, and
the radishes 1% lbs, The plants were grown
from electrified seeds. The master of the
school at Wabawa writes:—

T have delayed this letter in order that I
might sce the plants thronghout the growing
period to that of seeding, in order that I might
find whether the treatment improved the plant
during any spaeial period te the detriment of
another, The seceds were planted, cared for,
and records kept by the children, and a cheeck
plot of untreated aceds planted in order that
any improvement eaused by the trcatment
might he more easily neticed. Sceds were not
watered cxeept when in the sced beds, after
which, cxcept for weeding, both lats were
grown wider field conditions in the rocksoil on
the side of a hill, not a very promising pluce
for growing vither flowers or vegetables.

'This appeared in the “Sunday Times” last
Sunday week. I suggest the member for the
distriet should look into this matter.

The Premier: Why do not the persons
concerned in this process take the usual
eonrse of advertising in the “West Austra-
lion” instead of in this fachion*

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I am not putting this
forward to advertise anysne. I want all to
lwve an open mind on this queslion of elee-
troculfure. T believe it has come to stay
and will be of benefit to the eountry. That is
why I am bringing the matter forward. I
have no desire to ndvertize anyone, Over
1,000,000 of these apparatus are in opera-
tion in different parts of the world. They
are not all of this man’s make. In Germany
there arc 350,000 of these plants in opern
tion. They are also found in France, Swed-
en, Italy, Spain, Denmark, and Norway.

The Premier: Are thers any in Saskat-
chewan? That is your favourite State.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It vsed to be, but I
have gone past that stage.

The Premier: You are getfing mnto a
worse stage.



[17 NovemeEx, 1927.]

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I have brought this
matter up because I know that officers of
the department have written to France.
They have received unfavourable replies
from the Minister there. There iz some
sinister suggestion behind the turning down
of this scheme on the part of that Minister.
A big chemical combine exists in France
and it has always been opposed to this in-
vention. A system of persecution hag been
instituted. The ignovance of the peasantry
has been traded npon. The consequence has
been that the inventor has been threaten:d
with all sorts of pains and penalties. He
has been accused of burying in his garden
the body of a murdered woman,

The Minister for Agrieulture: On whose
anthority do you make that statement?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I can show the Min-
ister the documentary evidence,

The Premicr: Where may we get that in-
formation ?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T'rom me, in the mora-
ing. The Press of France has taken up
the cudgels on behalf of that man. Certain
oflicers have written from the department
in Western Australia.

The Minister for Agrienlture:
vou know that?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: They have done so and
reeeived unfavourable replies.

The Premier: I do not think that can be
correct. Produce the file.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: In South Afriea eer-
tain action has been taken which points in
the same direction. The Press of Franee
bave taken severely to task the French Min-
ister for Agriculture for his unfair atfitude
to the invention. T have considerable doen-
mentary information to corrcborate what T
say and 1 shall he pleased to show it to the
Minister. M. Justin Christoflean speaks bit-
terly of the attitude of the ¥rench Minister
for Agriculture towards the invention, A
few nights ago I told the Minister thaf
there was a standing offer for 10 sets of this
invention to bhe installed at Wooroloo to ve-
leve consumptive patients. T mentioned that
in Sinm it had been experimnenled with for
enses of leprosy. It is also anplied 10 animal
husbandev. Tinder the influence of elee-
tricity animals thrive. Thera is mueh in the
matter of utilising the earth eurrents and
this is not extrnordinarv when we remembur
that a plant extracts from the atmosphere
the nitrogen it requires. Sir David Hal),
sperking on the growth of production,
stated that the increase of the wheat-eating
population of the world was so great that

How o
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12,000,000 ncres of land were reyuired fo
provide for the annual increase. Obviously
something must be done to intensify produe-
tion. We are told that the ability of a plant
to absorb the sun’s energy and extraet nitro-
gen from the air is equal te only one per
cent., which is far below the eapacity of the
worst motor engine in existence to-day. An
extract from the London Press recently re-
ferred to a German inventor's claim that he
secnred two harvests a vear. He had been
experimenting with an apparatns romewhat
similar to that of M. Christofleau. So won-
derful are the resnlts of the invention that

the British Minister for Agricalture
has asked for particulars as he is
anxious to have it fested. 1 am glad
that Mr. Sutton was able to give a
good explanation for the Merredin plant
not operating satisfactorily. Apparentiy
it was ereeted 35 degries from the

magnetic North. I nsk the Minister to pre-
serve an open mind on the question of clee-
troenlture. Members seem inelined to en-
courage the Premier to become a little joeatar
on the subject, but T am satisfed that there
is more in the invention than meets the eye.
I hope the Minister will introduee crop com-
petitions for second and third class lands.
While the crop competitions on first class
land have served a unseful purpose, a lol of
second and third class land is being erapped
and competitions on such land should he in-
stitnted to encourage inercased production.

MER. E, B. JOHNSTON (Williaros-Narro-
gin) [9.3]: T do not propose to cover the
whole of the ramifieations of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, which is deing very
useful work in the interests of the man on
the land. The Minister for Agriculture de-
serves the eongratulations that bhave been
extended to him from the eross benches on
the work of the department. It is true that
the professional officers are always avail-
able, and that settlers in the new areas are
receiving a great deal of assistance from
those officers. I desire to direct the aften-
tion of the Minister to two ways in which
the administration could be improved. At
present the Direetor of Agrieniture, who is
a very effigient officer with a wide koow-
ledge of wheat and agrieulture, is eonfined
too much to his office in Perth. Outside the
duties of directing that department—we
should remember that ke is Director of
Agrieulture and not director of the Agri-
cultural Department—it is necessary that
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he should spend a good deal of time in the
country. As has been the policy for some
years, the Government have made the Diree-
tor of Agriculture a member of the Rail-
way Advisory Board. The board have al-
ways consisted of the Surveyor General as
Chairman, a representative of the Commis-
sioner of Railways, a representative of the
Public Works Department, an engineer, and
a gentleman partienlarly to represent the
agrienitural industry. TFor many years Mr,
Hewby, manager of the Agricultural Bank,
did the work on the board, and he did it
thoroughly. Then Mr. Sutton took his place,
and T consider that his appointment was
a good one. The Director of Agricnlture is
the proper man to accompany the board and
assist in the selection of agricultural railway
routes. We are spending millions of pounds
in & wise policy of eonstructing agricultural
railways and, once the routes are fixed, they
are fixed for ell time. If a mistake is made,
posterity has to put up with it. To take
a share of the responsibilities of sclecting
the proper routes for such railways is the
most important work given to the Director
of Agriculture. Yet in the two latest re-
ports presented to the House on routes for
agricultural railways we are informed that
the Director of Agriculture wns unable to
accompany the board. That has meant that
the rontes were selected by the Surveyor
CGeneral and the other members of the board.
The Surveyvor General is one of the best
officers we have had in this State, and his
wide knowledge of every eclass of agricul-
tural land has been of immense valne to the
State. Tt is the duty of the Government to
se¢ that when the Railwav Advisory Board
arc making their inspections the Director
of Agrieulture is relieved from routine work
in Perth—initialling of files, ete.—and per-
mitted to take his share in this most im-
portant work. The work invelves not only
the selection of railway routes, but the pro-
vision of water supplies, public works, roads,
and the granting of Agricultural Bank
loans, representing in all milliens of money.
At the end of Inst session a report was pre-
sented on the opening up of the country
east of the Yillimining-Kondinin line, and
from T.ake Grace to Kalgarin, Unfortnn-
ately Mv. Sulton was prevented by routine
dauties from aceompanying the board on that
inspection. A few days ago we received a
report of the board’s visit to the distriet
from Mollevin east, where it is proposed to
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build 70 miles of railway. I have no doubt
that the meinbers of the board who inspected
that country selected the right route, bot
there is a little foot note to the effect than
Mr. Sutton was precluded by his duties from
accomparying the board on that very im-
portant inspection. In the Press a few days
ago 1 read that members of the board bhad
gone to Wiluna. While the proposed rail-
way to Wiluna is mainly for mining pur-
poses, it will also traverse pastoral country.
The report, however, stated that Me. Snt-
ton had been precluded by his work in Perth
from aceompanying the board there. It is
the duty of the Government to relicve Mr.
Sutton of whatever routine work is pre-
venting him from making those trips. The
country should have the benefit of his ex-
perience, knowledge and judgment on the
important work of selecting the routes of
agricultural and other lines. Parliament
practically always accepts the report of the
Railway Advisory Board when considering
a Bill to authorise the eonstruction of a rail-
way, because we have confidence in the pro-
fessional oflicers, but it seems to me that in
an era of agriecultural development it is most
important that the Director of Agricultura
shonld participate in such inspections in
order that we may be assured that the routes
for agrienltoral railways are being chosen
according to the initimate knowledge of
such an expert on the requirements of the
industry. I feel that this matter has only
to be brought under the notice of the Gov-
ernment, and thev will recognise how im-
portant it is for Mr. Sutton to he free to
carry out the important work allotted tu
him in this respeet. If he is unable to do it
the (tovernment should appoint an officer of
equal capacity—if one be available—to re-
present the Department of Agrieulture.
Then, if Mr. Sutton could not accompany
the board at any time, we may be assured
that a professional officer has taken part in
the selection of the chosen route. T am one
of those who have always supported what-
ever, railwav ronte the Advisory Board had
chosen. Tt is the proper tribunal to seleet
ratlway routes. I hope the innovation of a
representative of the Department of Agri-
culture not being present on such inspes-
tions will not he permitted to continne.
There is one other matter to which T wish to
direct the Minister’s attention, and that is
the small salary paid to the sheep and wool
inspecter, Mr. MeCallum, in eomparison
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with the salary paid to other officers of the
department, Mr, MeCallum is one of the
most valuable officers of the department.
He eertainly delivers more leetures and does
more work than any other. He is nost en-
thusiastie, and yet it is surprising to find
that he is paid a salary of only £456 a year.
The dairy and pig expert is paid £672 a
year. I know both of those officers. T have
no desire to ecompare public officials, but wbe
work of Mr. McCallum is guoite as valonble
and important as that of any other oflicer
of the department.

The Minister for Works:
rants an increase.

Mr. E, B. JOHNSTON: 1 liope his name
has nof proved any handicap in the past.
T do not suggest that it has.

Hon. G. Taylor: Tt is the only objeetion-
able thing about him.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: I know there is
no relationship between him and the Min-
ister for Works.

Mr. Davy: There is no one MeCallum
that is not relnted to the other.

Mr. E. B, JOONSTOXN: 1 am not aware
of any relationship. It is the duty of the
Government to sce that this officer gets o
fair salary for ike important work he is
doing. He should be paid uot only an ade-
quate salaryv, but should be given transport
to get about the country. At present he is
dependent upon the railways., and upon set-
tlers, who are always glad to convey him
irom one point to another to lecture. The
Government might well supply him wih
proper facilities, at the expense of the de-
partment, for the performance of his official
duties. T lhave only to add that the work
of the Agrienltural Department is highly
valuable to the man on the land, and that
T am satisfed with its general administration.

His name war-

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon, M. F. Troy—Mt. Magnet—in reply)
[936]: The Leader of the Country Party
gpoke abount the activities of Mr. MeCallum,
the wool expert, and of the remuneration
paid to that officer. The remuneration, as
hon. members know, is entirely out of my
hands; it rests solely with the Public Ser-
viee Commissioner. T eannot seleet one par-
ticvlar officer for recommendation in that
respect without creating a very bad pre-
cedent. However, I am indeed pleased to
henr the temarks made concerning Mr.
McCallum’s value. T have learnt to know
him as a most valuable officce, and the ser-
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viees he renders to the country are certainly
not being adeguately remunerated. T fully
agree with the Leader of the Country Party
that Mr. MeCalluin is one of the most able
and at the same time instructive lecturers
we have ever had in the servicee In
matters of wool he seems to be a natural
teacher. As regards travelling, there is a
scule of mileage allowances applying to
motor ears vsed by officers in the service
of the Government.

Mr. Thomson: I do not think Mr, MeCal-
[um wants o motor car.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
My, MeCallum, T have been given to under-
stand, is not satisfied with the scale in gques-
tion. However, if other officers find it rea-
souahle, he should be able to find it reason-
nble also.

My, Thomson: My point is that the coun-
try would get a greater return from Mr.
MeCalluw’s services if he were enabled to
travel wilh more facility.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
FE Mr. MeCallmn is prepared to travel by
motor car on the same basis as other officers,
the matter can be arranged. 1 may mention
that the Pastoralists’ Association have on
several ovensions renuested that My, MeCal-
lum should be allowed to go to the East
to attend confercnees of pastovalists; and
vertainly they do not pick duds; our pastor-
alists want to be represented by a top-
notecher, [4 is a great advertisenert and
testimoninl for Mr. MeCallom when the
pastoralists piek him as one of three men
lo represent Western Australia.

Hon. G. Taylor: He is really a good man.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Without depreciating other men, the pastor-
alists say he is a highly qualified expert.

Mr. Lindsay: His great asset is his
enthusiasm.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Mr. McCallum has & natural bent towards
the duties of his position,

Hon. @. Taylor: He knows his job,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURIS:
He is a very useful man indeed. If the
Public Service Commissioner saw fit to
raise Mr. McCallum’s salary, T would
appreciate the action; but the matter is onf
of my hands. Regarding ‘the Director of
Agriculture, I have to admit that there is
a pgreat deal in what the member for
Williams-Narrogin (Mr. E. B. Johnston)
said. The Director, I agree, onght not tc
be troubled with office work at all when
there is 50 much to be done in the country
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with regard to education. The Director’s
time could be well spent in country districts
leaching and educating, and creating en-
thusiasm for production. The great avea
of wheat country alone is suffieient to
sbsorb his energies. I do not care to econ-
template what would happen in that eouu-
try after one bad season. A great percent-
age of the farmers there would fail with
the first bad season, because they do not
form properly. The Divector would be
splendidly employed on behalf of the State
if he carried on an intense propaganda for
farming with safety as well as with
advantage.

Hon. G. Taylor: Some of the farmers
will pot do that until they have met theit
Waterloo.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
But the trouble is that when they meet
their Whaterloo, the State meets with its
Waterloo also, encounters a definite set-
back. If all farming were on a sound
basis, a Dbad season would not mean a
ereat disaster, The Director’s cnergies
should be specially applied to edueation,
and also to creation in the numerous activi-
ties which come under his confrol; the
ereation of new types of wheat and other
cerenls, and also plants. The Director is
richly endowed for such investigations.
Moreover, he never shirks his work.

Mr. E. B, Johnston: His work on the
Railway Advisory Board has been very
good.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I feel, however, that the Direetor has been
dissipating his energies over too many
occupations, The member for Beverley
{(Mr, C. P, Wansbrongh) spoke about the
braxy-like disease. ¥t would not be im-
portant if Mr. Bennett did make progress
reports concerning his investigations. Sueh
men do not like making progress report:.
It is unfair to ask a man who has not solved
hiz problem to make such reports, since he
may make them on wrong lines. Indeed,
en of that type will not make progreuss
reports. I am glad, however, that the
member for Beverley appreciates the fact
that Mr. Bennett has given of hiz best
towards the diagmosis of the disease, which
so far has baffled all the scientists in the

counfry.
Vote put and passed.

Vote—College of Agriculture, $£5197-—
agreed to.
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This concluded the Estimates of Rev-
enue and Expenditure for the year.

Resolution reported.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAY.

Council’s Further Message.

Mr. SPEAKER : I have received the
following message from the Fegislative
Couneil :—

The Legislative Couneil acquaints the Legis-
Intive Asscmbly in reply {o its message No.
26, that, having regard to the importance of
the Land Tax and Income Tax Rill, and the
adverse effeet on the finanees even if the Bill
were only temporarily laid aside, the Legis-
lative Council, without prejudice to its con-
stitutional rights and privileges, is prepared
to give the Bill further consideration if the
Legiglative Assembly will apree with the
Legislative Council—(a) tov refer the matter
at present subject of dispute to the Judieial
Committee of the Privy Council for deeision,
and (b) pending the determination by such
tribupal of the respeective rightz of the two
Houses, the Legislative Assembly will refrain
from further pereistenec in the view now ad-
vanced by the Legislative Assembly that the
pressing of a request is illegal. The Bill is
returned herewith.

May I venture tvo remark that when this
matter comes up for further consideration
1 shall have something to say, and T would
suggest to the Premier that he does not
take the message into consideration {ao-

night.

Qo motion by the Premier, resoived thar
the comsideration of the Council’s message
be made an Order of the Day for the nest
sitting of the House.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES-STATE
TRADING CONCERNS.

In Commitiee.
Mr. Lutey in the Chair.

Division—State Brickworks, £41,991 :

Mr., THOMSON: When these Estimaies
were before the Chamber in the last ses-
ston, | asked the Minister in charge
whether he could inform us of the eondi-
tions applying to the sale of bricks in the
city, as it was understood that onme firm
had practically the sole right of selling
them in the metropolitan area. I also asked
for information as to the conditions gov.
erning the arrangement. Unfortunatelv the
Minister was not in a position to give par-
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ticulars of the rate of eommission beinyg
paid. Can the Minister now inform the
Committee regarding those matters?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I canuot
say what commission is being paid to the
individual referred fo, but it is eertainly not
correct to say that any individual has a
monopoly of the output of the State Brick-
works,

Mr. Thomson: That is the statement that
has been made.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : There is
no truth in it,

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Perhaps it referred
to the retail business.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, he-
cause the great bulk of that i1s done direct
through the Siate Brickworks, while the
State Sawmills also sell bricks direct to
their clients, There is one contractor who
takes big orders and sells to smaller eontrae-
tors,

Mr. Mann: He is a speculator.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At any
rate, he is a contractor and has been deing
that business with the State Brickworks since
their establishment. Ie gets them at the
same price as anyone else, and retails thein
at the same price as the other contractors get,
I cannot say what eommision he receives, but
cerfainly it is untrue that anyone has a mon-
opoly. Every big contractor, practically
gpeaking, deals with the Lriekworks hecanse
that is the only place wnere they can gt
the pressed bricks that they want, There
iz a shortage of bricks everywhere, and it i
impossible to get supplies under thyee
months, The whole of our output is booked
tor more than three months ahead. That
is holding up the huilding trade seriousiy.

Mr. MANN: Regarding the point raised
by the member for Katanning (Mr. Thom-
son), the gentleman in question is a man
who has spare eash and he gambles on the
demand for bricks. He takes a risk by
crdering bricks and thercfere always has a
good supply on hand. He has bricks at
call for small eontractors when they require
them.,

Mr. Sleemuan; We heard a lof about gam®-
ling last night.

Hon. G. Taylor:
specnlation.

Mr, Latham: You mean the man corners
all the spare bricks,

Mr. MANN: No, he takes a risk when or-
dering the supplies.

Mr. Latham: And other people cannot get
them at all.

Bat thi: is o matter of
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Mr. MANN: He has them on hand when
Lhe contractors require them.

Mr. Latham: If be is permitted to do that
and other contractors cannot get hricks, then
surely he is cornering them.

Mr. MANN : That is not so. This mman will
order thousands of bricks at a time, and
when the contractors want them they are
availalble.

Mr. Chesson :And he lays out his own
money.

Mr. MANN: That is so. Fle buys hricks
when the trade is slack, and then if a con-
tractor wanis to get a number, the man
makes a small profit and also gets the eart-
ing.
Mpr. Latham: Then thai is wrong.

Mr. MANN: He gets two small profits, one
on the bricks and one on the carting.

Mr. Latham: And commission too.

Mr. MANN: T do not know anylbing
about the commission,

The Minister for Works: He sells at the
same price as the State Brickworks.

Mr. MANN: He is game and will order
bricks, whether he has orders on hand or not.
The result is he has bricks when they are
wanted. The majority of small econtractors
sannot afford to buy bricks to have them
when they are required.

Mr, Sleeman: Possibly he can buy brieks
when others cannot obtain them,

Mr. MANN: But he buys when bricks are
not wanted, and then when the demand sets
in and everyone wants brieks, and eanunt
get them from the kilns, he is able to sup-
ply.
Mr. LATHAM: In the country districty
building operations are repeatedly held up
because of the inahility to secure bricks.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is so in the city as
well.

Mr. LATHAM : 1t seems most remarkahle
that one man can pyocure the bricks and
corner them. T would like to have the
name of that partienlar gentleman with
» view to ascertaining whether we ean huy
bricks from him when they are required in
the conntry districts.

Mr. Mann: T will give you his name.

Mr. LATHAM: T venture the assertion
that it will not be possible to buy bricks
from him at the same price as is paid to
the State Brickworks. The Government
shonld look into this matter now the point
has been raised.

Division put and passed.
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Division—State Ferries, £10,135:

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: There was a
proposal to hand over the ferries runmins
to South Terth fo the loeal governing body
When T was living in South Perth that
seemed to me to be the aatural thing to do.
Has anything further becn henvd of that
proposal

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: We
will consider any offer that may be made.
No offer has been received.

Division put and passed

Division—AState Hotels, £61,383:

Mr. FERGUSON: Additions are re-
quired to the State hotel at Wangan Hills.
I wish to pay a tribute to the conduct of
the State hotel there. The wanager and his
wife do their utmost to run the hotel on
ideal lines, but the premises are totally in-
adegnate for the requirements of the dis-
trict, As the State has 4« monopoly al
Wongan Hills, the least we¢ can do is tn
provide adequate facilities. If the license
were held by a vrivate individual, no doubt
the Licensing Court would insist upon brt-
ter faeilities being provided. The dining
room is too small and there are not hall
enough bedrooms.

Mr., Mann: The Government had bettor
sell the State hotels.

The Premier: I will take an offer.

Mr. FERGUSON: If there is any social
function at Woongan Hills, diffieulty is nal-
ways experienced in securing accommoda:
tion. Everything is on too small a secale to
meet present requirements. The township is
in the centre of a thriving agricultural dis-
trict and the Government should provide
£10,000 or £12,000 to enable the necessary
improvements o be effected.

The Premier: Do you thick there is any-
one there who would be likely to lease the
hotel ¢

Mr. FERGUSON: I do not know.
Me, Latham: I do.

The Premier: Well, I nm prepared to
do business.

Mr. FERGUSON: 1 uuggest that the
Premier approach the membe= for Williams-
Narrogin (Mr. I. B. Johnston}, for I am
sure one niore little hotel wonld nol do him
any harm. At the same time, I know that
the people there are satisfied with Stats
control and probably will not desire their
hotel to be leased.
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Mr. LATHAM: There is a rumour pri-
valent throughout the State that the Gov-
ernment propose to lease the State botels.

The Premier: Where did you hear that?

Mr. LATHAM: T have Leard it

Mr, Ferguson: We heard it just now.

Mr. LATHAM: I hope it is true, be-
cause we might get the Licensing Bench to
tuke morg interest in the hotels that are now
run by the State,

Mr. E. B. Johnston: They have no con-
trol over the State hotels.

Mr. LATHAM: They
amount of control over them.

Mr. B, B. Johnston: No, none at all.

Mr. LATHAM: At Bruce Rock we have
one of tho most up to date hotel buildings
in the State, yet there is no hot water ser-
vice there. Every hotel throughout the
country districts has been made to provide
hot water supplies, yet it is not required
where the State hotel at Bruce Rock is con-
cerned. If a dceent hot water supply were
installed there, it would heslp the Govern-
ment to secure better terms shoold they
lease the hotel. At Kwolyn, which is an
isolated eentre, a sewerage svstem has been
installed on the hotel premises, and yet at
the Bruce Rock hotel, there is no hot water
system, nor is there any sewerage system.

The Premier: The State hotel at Kwolyn
iz not paying, so that is why the money was
spont there.

Mr. LATHAM: The hotel at Bruce Roek
is providing the Government with revenne.
I do not desire to criticise the State hotels
from the standpoint of the management, be-
canse they are very well run.

Mr. Mann: Are they run better than the
privately owned hotels?

Mr. LATHAM: Better than some of them.
1 daresay they can compare favourably with
other country hotels and certainly they are
better and cheaper than the hotels in the
rountry districts of New South Whales.

The Minister for Works: They are
snperior, too.

Mr. LATHAM : Yes, and certainly cheaper.

The Premier: Do you think we conld
transfer the sewerage system from the
Kwolyn hotel to the Bruce Rock hotel?

Mr. LATHAM: The Premier had better
refer that matter to the Minister for Menlth.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: In justice to the
licensing eourt, I wish to say the State hotels
do not come under the Licensing Act, do
rot pay license fees, do not have to go to
the licensing eourt for renewals, and that
the leensing court has no say whatever in

have a fair
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their accommodation or lack of accommo-
dation. When improvements or additions
are made to any private hotel in the State,
they must be submitted to the experts of
the licensing court. No alierations can be
made without the consent of that eourt, but
when the State hotels department wish to
make alterations, their plans do not have
to go before the licensing eourt. I fhink
that is wronz. Still, I would not have
mentioned it but for the references made,
suggesting that the members of the Licens-
ing eourt were failing in their duty in not
ordeving improvements for the State hotels.
The licensing court has no say whatever in
vespeet of State hotels.

Division put and passed.

Division—State Implement and Engincer-
ing Works, £204,449:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Here we have an
cstimated e«penditure of £204,449, while the
estimated contribution to Consolidated Rev-
enue is nil.

The Premier: Well, that ecompares favour-
ably with the contribution of last vear.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes, that is the
trouble. Has the Premier ever taken into
consideration the selling of this business?

The Premier: It would be up to us to -

consider a reasonable offer.

Flon. G. TAYLOR: But of course before
you could sell you would require o briny
down a Bill to rescind a section in the State
Trading Coneerns Act, I think we ave earry-
ing on wome of these industries that ecould
well be handed over fo private people.

Mr. THOMSON: It iz a pity this enter-
prise was ever established, because withoul
it probably we would Lave had private -
plement works.

Mr. Sleeman: There would be no need
to look for an offer for it if it were patron-
ized by the farmers,

Mr. THOMSON: T fake it that those whe
with experience have come to the conclusion
that the machinery from the Stata Imple-
ment Works does not stand as well as ma-
chinery supplied by private firms.

Mr. Sleetnan: Some people think differ-
ently.

Mr. THOMSON: It i~ remarkable that
after all these years they have not heen able
to put these works on a profitable footing.

Mr. Sleeman: Io it not prejudice?

Mr. THOMSON : No. Many people would
purchase the locallv made machinery if it
would stand up to the job. When, on a pre-
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vious oeeasion, these Estimates were infro-
duced, the Minister said he was providing a
considerable sum of money for new machin-
ery. The member for York suggested that
these works would be more profitably utilised
if they were manufacturing railway trucks
in which the wheat eould be bauled to the
port.

Hon. G. Taylor: We require to hand the
works over to private industry.

Mr. THOMSON: I am quite sure that
Me¢lay's or any of the other companies
wonld show a profit after so much capital
expenditure. Although these works eevtainly
pay ont eonsiderable sums in salaries and
wages, nevertheless they do oot have to pay
rates and taxes.

My, SLEEMAN: Tt is reguvcttable that
members should get up and deery loeal in-
dustry.

Hon. G. Taylor: Espeecially if it is in
Fremantle.

Mr. SLEEMAN: T do not eare whers it
1%, 0 long as it is in this State, When the
member for Katanning decries the State
Implement Works, he js not doinz those
works any good. Plenty of farmers have
said the State implements are second to none
in Australin. A little time ago there was
some tronble over the harvesters. but T
nnderstand that these machines have sinee
heen improved. Not anlv is there a locat
vreindice against the State Tmplement
Works, huot it is exercised also acgainst all
sorts of loeal indusiries, We had a jam
factorv, hut neonle wonld not buy the jam.

Fon. G. Tavlor : There is no egreat
preindice shown against Swan beer.

Mr. SLEEMAN: That is the only excep-
tion to the rule. If the farmers would but
patronise the State Implement Works, it
wonld soon be a profitable concern.

Mr. MANN: When we had these Esti-
mates last year the Minister dealt at length
with them and told us he had selected an
experienced manager from South Australia,
and that eonsequently he expected imnroved
resulis. We have not seen the improve-
ment. Recently one of the daily papers
published ap article that, I think, merited
a renlv.

The Minister for Works: Tt was replied
to by the management.

Mr. MANN: I did not see the renlv. Prob-
ably the Minister will tell ns something about
it.

The Minister for Works: T am not going
to deal with that kind of tripe.
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Mr. MANN: The newspaper made a defi-
nite statement.

The Minister for Works: Tt did not.

Mr. Latham: And it demanded a Royal
Commission to inquire.

The Premier: Anybody ean demand that.

Mr. MANN: One of the statements made
wag that the number of artisans in the works
had been reduced. but that the number of
oversesrs and foremen remained the same.

The Minister for Works: The management
replied to it.

The Premier: Yes. The “Daily News”
was a hit short of copy that day, so they
flung a few disjointed sentences together and
filled up a column with them.

Mr. MANN: The management permit their
eales to be in the hands of the same people
as are selling McKay’s machines and Raac-
shaw’s,

Mr. Latham: Who is that?

AMr. MANN: The Co-operative Company.

Mr, Latham: No, they are uot handline
any of McKay’s machines.

The Premier: In any cuse, the hon. memn-
ber would not suggest that the Co-operative
Company would not do their very bust for
all their clients.

Mr. MANN: Of conrse they would, bul

T do not know whether the Premier, if he
owned these works himself, would be satis-
fied to leave his interests with an agent that
was looking after rival interests also.

The Premier: No, not with ordinary
agents, but T would trust this Co-operative
Company.

Mr. MANXN: The Premier is not in ser-
ious mind to-night, although he should-be
when he looks at these Estimales. T know
thet the Co-operative Company can offer
MeKay's implements and those from the

. State Tmplement Works,

The Minister for Works: No, not one of
the Co-operative branches is bandling both
our machines and McKay's.

Mr. MANN: At all events, T thought it
wag worth bringing under the Minister’s
notice that the expected improvement in the
State Tmplement Works, due to new man-
agement, has not vet eventuated.

The Premier: It has not had time to gor
Zoing.

Mr. MANN: I will live in the hope that
the change of ngents may make a difference.
[ use a State implement on my own farm,
and I find it a verv serviceable article. T
have two of them,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, G. Tavlor: And neither of them is
any good.

Mr. MANN: Yes, they arve both good. |
do not think there is any public prejudice
against these machines. it is a matter of
pushing the lines.

Division put and passed.

Division—State Quarries, £29,6350--agreed
to.

Dicision—_8tate Shipping Nervice, £180-
900

Mr. LAMOND: I should like the Govern-
ment to indieate their intention regarding the
hoats on the North-West coast.

Mr. Mann: They have just taken the
“Duchess” off the river.

Mr. LAMOXD: We want something bet-
ter than the “Duchess” up there. The “Koo-
linda” gave cxcellent service, and bul tav
the unfortunate grounding in Shark Bay,
she would have cstablished a record. She is
a particularly good passenger hoat.

Mr. Mann: All the aceidents along that
foast seem to happen to the State ships.

Mr. LAMOXNT}: The hon. member iz ve-
ferving to the rronnding of the “Koolinda”
in Shark Bay. As a matter of fact, the
opposition line’s steamer was stuck on the
same bank for 24 hours prior to the “Kowv-
linda'® voming along. I hepe it is the in-
tention of the Glovernmeni to provide nn-
other steamer for the North-West coast. 1t
is necessnry that this should be done if a
regular service is to be maintained. The
“Koolinda” has been well patronised, and
no donbt she would have shown a fair profit
if she had not run on the sandbank. She
i= the hest passenger vessel on the coust,
and the fares charged on her are less than
those charged by epposition lines. No doubt
that is why so wmany mothers eoming
south patronise the State zhip. It was
found on the opposition boats that the rail-
ings along the decks were not close enough
to prevent any child from falling through
ind they have now placed netting or canvas
around the railings. The “Koglinda™ rail-
ings are likewise dangerous, and some pro-
tection should be afforded for the children
who travel on her. This would greafly ve-

lieve the anxiety of mothers. T wonld
point out that the “Kangareo” does
not call at Port Hedland. If the

Minister issued instrnetions that the ves.
sel should eall there, the position re-
garding the shortage of petrol at that port
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would be relieved. Almost every wool-cart-
ing season there is an acute position set up
by the shortape of petrol. If the ‘“Kan-
garoo” were allowed to call there, arrange-
menis could probably be made with the oil
companies for eonsignmnents of petrol to bu
brought direet from Java and unshipped at
I'art Hedland, This wounld redunce the price
of petrol to the Joesl consumers. Under the
Navigation Act the supply of petrol that
ean be earried by passenger boats bas re-
eently heen limited, 1 think the limit i<
now 200 eases.  One hundred cases may be
required by l'ort Hedland, Broome, Roe-
hourne and Onslow, hut owing to the limit-
alion those ports may not receive more than
the tolally inadequate supply of 20 or 30
[HE N

Mr. Mann: Does the petrol have to go to
Fremantle before it is sent North again?

Mr. LAMOND: Yes, and two freights
have to be pnid. 1 was advised that the
“Kangaroo” could not negotiate Port Fed-
land. Captain Norris, who was in charge
of the “Kangaroo,” told me that if be were
ordered to take the ship in he would do se
withont any more risk than would be the
case with the “Koolinda.” He sazid ke hal
done what he had been told by fthe manager
of the State Shipping Service. That gen-
tleman is not a praetical seaman, T under-
stand. At any rate fthe vessel has never
heen to Port Hedland.

Mr. Mann: Ts that hecause of the sand-
har?

Mr. LAMOND: Tt is allcged that she is
too long, but T doubt if she draws more than
does the “Koolinda.” The Minister might,
at any rate, inquire into the matter. ‘When
he was in the North-West with me a year
or so ago he visited many stations, where
operations were held up beeause of the
shortage of petrol due to the regulations
nnder the Navigation Act.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Probably the Treas-
nrer will be unable to meei the wishes of
the member for Pilbara, who wants a new
steamer added te the State fleet. I want
him to sell all the State ships, and leave
the North-West coast to be treated in the
same way that any other coast is treated.

Mr. Sleeman: Do you want black crews to
supplant white men? B

Hon. G . TAYLOR: T believe the people
would be better off if they were in the hands
of private enterprise.

1987

Mr. Mann: It is all right for the people
along the Queensland coast.

Hou. G. TAYLOR: I think I had better
coufine myselt to the suggestion that the
I'renier should take the earliest opportun-
ity of disposing of the State fleet.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I hope the Government
will soon be able to announce that they are
adding another vessel to the Siute fleet.
I should be very sorprized if they tock any
notice of the suggestion of the member for
Mt.' Margaret. If they did Dblack crews
wouid still be engaged along the coast, and
wiiite men would be put out of employment.
v do not know whether the hon. member
wants that. Black crews are no good to this
country. Not only bave the Commonwealth
Government granted exemptions in the case
of steamers employing blaek ¢rews, but they

" employ blackfellows on their own ships. T

have here a photograph which shows that
the Commonwealth are employing aborig-
ines along the coast of Australia, and ail
of them are wearing His Majesty’s uniform.

Hon. Sir James Mitcheli: 'They were here
hetore we were.

Mr, SLEEMAN: Yes, nnd we are using
them to take the place of men for whom
the preseribed wage is 2s. 8d. per hour.
The four men shown in the phatograph that
1 hold in my hand get 6d. per day and the
little ¢hap with the anehor on his coat gets
9d. per day. Those men arc not being em-
ployed out of love for the blacks. If the
Commonwealth Government had any love
for them they would provide for them. They
are being employed to rednce the standard
of living and to take the place of white
men. Whereas white men wculd have to he
paid 2s, 8d. an hour, those men are getting
(d. per day. I hope the Premier will make
an arrangement under the ‘Trades Faeilities
Act so that in the near fntvre we shall have
another “Roolinda™ sailing np the eoast and
the boats carrying black crews will be driven
off the coast. .

Hon. Sir JAMES MJTCHELL: Tha
speech of the member for Fremantle was a
strange one. According to him the poor
unfortunate people from whom we took thia
vountry should not be allowed to live.

Mr. Sleeman: They should be allowed to
live, but if they work they should be paid
a deeent wage.

Hon., G. TAYLOR: I believe the people
disagree with that, but the hon. member does
not want them to work at all.
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Mr. Sleeman: I do net wish to see them
cuiployed as cheap labour.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If a man
is employed on the coast, he ought to get
pretty good money. I should like to see the
member for Fremantle working in a steam-
er’s stokehold between Fremantle and Wynd-
ham.

Mr. Sleeman: And at {he same wages as
are paid to black men.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
know whether the hon. member would earn
them. If he earned them I would not mind.

Mr. Sleeman: If you had your way black
men would get the work and white men
would be out of work.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
believe in a white Australia.

Mr. Sleeman: If you did you would not
lave recommended the Faderal Government
to grant exemption to the boats earrving
coloured crews.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
always believed in a White Australia, but
not for the reason that the hon, member does
He would not mind colonred people being
in Australin so leng as they received the
same rate of wages as was paid to whites. T
object to their being here at all; but I Ao
not object to the Dlack people from whom
we have taken the country Leing allowed to
live, ‘That is n vastly different matter. I
did not know that they were sailors.

Mr, Sleeman: Have a look at this pie-
ture.

Mr. Latham: They were some chaps
decked ount in faney dress.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I sup-
pose they are employed to wateh the boats
while in port, ov sowething of that kind.
Under my friends’ method of handling the
situation there was 60,000 tons less ship-
ping on our eoast. To-day prople find
it diffienlt to get their goods carried alonz
the coast by the State Shipping Service.
The people in the North have to depend on
the State ships hecause the other hoats
have heen taken off the coast.

Mr. Chesson: The other hoats weni ol
themselves {o chase high Treights.

Mr. Mann: They ave not c¢hasing hizh
freights to-day.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCITELL : Th-
“Kangaroo” went off the coast to chose
high freighls. All the arguments of men-
bers opposite are thoroughly illogical. To
the people of the North-West the shipping
service stands in much the same relation

No, I
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as dees the railway service to people down
here, hut I should prefer to see the work
donc by private owners. So would the Pre-
mier, We are losing money on the State
ships every year. If we were particular to
see that we bought only goods made by
white people, we should be rendering much
greater service. Many people talk a great
denl. It is easier to talk in favour of a
proposal than to work in order that it may
be given effect to. That sort of thing has
continued for years. I notice that by some
strange happening the interest on capital
and overdraft is being reduced from
£56,800 last year to £2G,400 this year. That
is an achievement of whieh I entirely ap-
prove, provided it is genuine. The sinking
fund is to be reduced from £350 to £230.
1f it were a genuine sinking fund the hon.
wmember should approve of it

Mr, Sleeman: You would not doubt “ne
ligures, would vou?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
doubt the fgures; they are printed for
everyone to read, but the truth is we have
wiped £500,000 off the debt against the
shipping serviee, and in future the interest
is to be charged to ordinary revenue auld
not against the shipping service.

The Premier: That is so; it ought. to have
been done years agu.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL It could
not have been done years ago because it
did not araount to £500,000,

The Premier: Well, it amounted to u
considerable sum,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1t ongni
not to be done now. Tt means that the
shipping service, which showed an expendi-
lure last year of £222/100, shows an esii-
mate this year of only £184,400, and the
loss is expected to be £23,000. The rveai
loss would be that plus £30,000 interest un
the £500,000, which is being debited to a
T.oan Suspense Account. The £500,000 log;s
is the aceumulation of years. The results,
however, are not to be any better than they
were last vear. By the way, the receipts
for last vear are not shown. As a matler
of faet, with the £30,000 added. we shounld
unt be mueh better on the expenditure side
and T doubt whether we shaulil he mmeh
hetter on the revenue side. Tt is not to be
expected that the boats running alone that

=enast ean pay, in view of nll the hizh
charges that ave necessarily placed against
them. The traffic is not sufficient to enable
them to pay; the population is not therc.
The people on the ¢oast have to be served.
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The Premier: We lLave sometimes found
two ships leaving Iremantle on the same
day and they have not had sufficient load-
ing to 811 one ship,

Hen., Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
s0. The ships run to Singapore and earry
the wool and other produce from the Norf'-
West to mect British shipping at Singapore.
We cannot expeet it to be otherwise, We
cannot expeet to divert wool this way when
it can be conveyed mare cheaply to Hng-
land by the Singapore route.

Mr. Lamond: Pastoralists advise me that
it is not cheaper that way.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I am toi.l
it is. There must be some advantage;
otherwise they would not send it that way.
The hon. member is a little pre,]udmed in
favour of State vessels.

Mr. Lamond: Very little of it goes that
way.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The wool
goes that way.

The Premier: Very little of it.

Mzr. Lamond: It was not cheaper to sen.l
it that way until recently, when an oppos:-
tion line cut the freight.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL ; Wel,
that is good for the North-West. The
Singapere boats ran along the coast

for many years before State ships existed.
T regret that the loss on State ships bhas
been written up to Loan, since it means
that the interest will have to be paid from
ordinary revenue. State shipping, of course,
is not likely to pay; but undoubtedly we
must serve the North-West coast just as we
serve the South-West.

Mr. Lamond: Money has not been lost on
the North-West const as in other services.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There is
justification for losing money in the service
of the people of the North, hut there could
be ne justification for losing money in over-
seas trading. In fact, there is no justification
whatever for losing money in State trading,
from which the people derive no henefit
whatever.

Mr. Lamond: A man told me the other
day that by travelling on a State vessel
along the North-West eoast he saved £30.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But the
people lost that £30. When the Treasurer
loses money on State trading, he has not
that money to spend in other directions snd
thus create more work for the people. If
the money invested in State trading were
placed in other avenues of production, it
would provide three times the work that
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results from State trading. Besides, on top
of their ordinary work Ministers are both-
ered by State trading concerns to an extent
which hon, members hardly realise. I would
bave got rid of the State trading concerns
if T could. Had I succeeded, the present
Treasurer would bave felt greatly obliged
te me.

Mr. COVERLEY : I might not have risen
but for the remarks of the member for Mt.
Margaret and the Leader of the Opposition.
The former would scrap the State ships
immediately.

Hon. G Taylor: No; dispose of them at
their fair value.

Mr. COVERLEY: To the North-West,
State shipping is just as necessary as a
State railway is to Mt. Margaret, The
people of the North-West are just as much
entitled to have their food supplies and
other necessaries of life assured to them as
are the electors of Mt. Margaret and Nor-
tham. It is amusing to hear the Leader
of the Opposition make an apologetie speech
ahout State ships in thiz Chamber, whereas
during general elections the telegraph lines
to the North are red-hot with messages about
improvements in the State Shipping Service.
Nothing is heard at election time about the
abolition of the State ships. Then Oppe-
gition members speak of the Siate ships as a
public utility. Let Opposition members be
frank on ihe subject when they are in the
North-West. The Leader of the Opposition
eommented on the finances of the State Ship-
ping Service. When the service made pro-
fits during his Treasurership, he grabbed
those profita and put them into revenue. On
the other hand, alterations eosting £10,000
were debited against lhe ships. The old
derelict “Bambra” served her purpose fairly
well, and did great service for North-West
vesidents. 'While that ship probably did
not earn muck profit to boost the Trensurer,
she did keep down fares and freights on the
coast, and so benefited the people of the
North. We should not forget that the
*Koolinda” has been on the ecoast for only
cight months. After she has been running
for 18 months there will probably be a better
halance sheet for the State Shipping Service.

Hon. 3. Taylor: It will not take munen to
improve it. It is nil now.

Mr. COVERLEY: It was nil while the
hon, member supported people who were
opposed to the State steamers,

Hon. G. Taylor: I have always opposed
them, and I was opposed to the proposition
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when I was s member of the party that
purchased the first of them.

Mr. COVERLEY: The hon. member has
bren inconsistent in this regard as he has
been in everything else. We want another
State steamer on the coast.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: No, why not
two more?

Mr. COVERLEY : One will suffice if it 1s
on the lines of the “Koolinda” We could
then run a monthly service to Durwin,

Mr. Lamond: We want a fortnightly ser-
vice.

Mr. COVERLEY: Ai present we lose u
lot of eargo because Lbhe State stemmner runs
to Darwin once every two months only.
We also lose a lot of trade that would le
available for the merchants at Fremantle and
Perth. The people in the North would pre-
fer to deal from those merchants rather than
trorm the merchants who operate in Mel-
hourne or Brishane. As it is, the boat ser-
vice does not fit in with the requircmentls
of the merchants at Darwin who have to
transact the whole of their trade with the
merchants in the Eastern States.

Hoa. Sir James Mitehell: There are oaly
about a couple of people there.

Mr. COVERLEY: There would uot he
anyone 1f the hon. member had his way.
T understand one of the bhouts manned
by a coloured crew is to be taken off
the coast, and that the company will
apply for a permit to replace that vesscl
with a eargo boat. I hope the Premier will
protest emphatically against any Jurther
permits being issued to any cargo boat re-
placing & passenger boat. The passencer
trade should be catered for as well as the
cargo trade. The majority of the people
along the North-Wesat coast desive at pres-
ent to travel by the “Koolinda,” but at times
it is more convenient to travel by the boats
cmploying coloured crews. It is not fair to
the people there to allow the shipping com-
pany to remove one of the passenger vessels
merely hecause they have awakened to the
fact that the “Koolinda® is getting the bulk
of the passenger trade. The Leader of the
Opposition made a few caustic remarks a
few minutes ago regarding wool. T would
point out to him that formerly the private
companies charged the Kimberley people £1
per hale for freight. The State boats have
been able to carry the wool for 15s. per bale.

Hon. G. Taylor: No wonder we are losing
money there.

Mr. COVERLEY: However, at present
the price per bale for- wool shipped from
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Derby is 15s. 6d., so that the effect of the

- State Shipping Serviee in that direction has

beer to make the private eompanies reduce
their freight per bale by 4s. 6d. 1f the
Leader of the Opposilion is so mindful ot
the interests of the primary producers, he
will keep that point in mind. The fact that
the West Kimberley growers arc able {u
benefit to the extent of d4s. Gd. per bale ix
directly due to the State Shipping Service.
I hope the Premier will keep in moind that
we cannot do mueh good with the State ships
unless we get another of the type of tho
“Koolinda.” At present we have one passen-
ger boat competing with four others. with the
result that the “IlNoolinda™ generally sails
from a port one or two days after one of the
privately owned steamers has left with the
bulk of the passenger and eargo traffic. The
“Koolinda” bhas o pick up the debris. Ui
we had two passenger boats enahling a fort-
nightly service to be run, hetter reanlts would
he obtained.

Hon, H. MILLINGTON (Honorary
Minister): Despite the views of Opposi-
tion members, there is a geveral agreement
that it is the policy of this couniry that the
State should supply a reliable, regular and
guaranteed shipping serviee on the North-
West const.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
guarantec if.

Hon, H. MILLINGTON: The only way
that ean be done is by providing the faecili-
ties the Government are doing. As to the
remarks of the member for Kimberley (M.
Coverley) it should be remembered that
when the Premier was in the Old Country
he endeavoured to arrange fur the purchase
of two boats similar to the “Koolinda.” e
endeavoured to achieve his chjective under
the provisions ¢f the Imperial Trade Faeili-
ties Aet. He was successful in getting the
“Koolinda,” but he could not get the second
boat. However, the fact that he enden-
voured to procure {wo boals is an indiea-
tion that the Government reslise the neces-
silies of the North-West coast.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: The State
veseel runs too close after the other hoals,
and if we had two boats, that would mean
that they would run still more elosely after
them. B

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: There is no
co-ordination in the running of the vessels
on the North-West coast and in fact the
arrangements eclash.

You ecanuot
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Mr, Lamond : But the “I{oolinda™ has been
a full ship both ways.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: I can under
stand the attitude of members representing
the North-West of this State. Of course
we know that Opposition members do not
like the provision of State steamers as
trading eoncern, and therefore they in-
vented (he name of public utilities to he
applied to them.

Mr. Thomson: They look upon those
steamers as we do upon the railways.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: Yes. I pre-
sume the members Ffor i{be North-Wesl
would not be as excited as the member for
M. Margavet if it were proposed to pull np
the Laverton railway, whiech does not pay.
The point is that we propoese to provide an
adequate service for the North-West coast,
even although it is not always a commer-
cial proposition. With the provision ol
these up to date bhoats it will become a
commercial proposition in time. As to the
nther remarks made, they will be referred
to the Minister in charge, and I am confi-
dent that the utmost consideration will be
given to them.

Diviston put and passed.

Divisions—State Saw Mills, £772,978;
Wyndham Freezing, Canning and Meat
Export Works, £316,000—agreed to.

Resolutions and the

adopted.

reported report

House adjourned at 10.43 p.m.

ﬂ
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MOTION—CENTENARY CELEBRA-
TIONS. ’ '

Completion of Parliament House.

HON. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [4.35]: I move—

That in the opinion of this House the eom-
pletion of the front of Parliament House
should be associated with the centenary
velebrations.

The subject of this mwolion is set out so
clearly that wmembers will recognise at once
what it is about. The centenary of Western
JAustralia is now so close that I am taking
this carly opportunity of nsking members to
disenss with me the best method of com-
memorating it, Every rveflecting person will
admit that the event deserves substantial re-
cognition, especially when we remember the
initial difliculties our forefathers had to eon-
tend with when they tanded in Western Aus-
tralin. As a young man I bad some experi-
cnee in pionecring diffieuilies. I have been
hard pushed for food, ele., but nothing I
wenl through, and nothing any of my contem-
poraries went through, could have equalled
what those unfortunaie people who first
landed licre had to eoutend with, Those who
have read history will remember that the
original white people landed in the worst
season of the vear, in June, when the winter
was exceptionally wet. They had little or no
Tood, hostile blacks {o eoantend with, and no
shelters prepared. Worst of all, they were
people. who were quite wnfitbed and un-
prepared for sueh nn experience. When we
remember what their initial diffienlties were,
and when we see what hus been achieved
~ince by them and their descendants, we must
agree that it would be very filting that some
memorial to them shouid he erected. As in
June, 1929, the hundred years will have ex-
pired, we should consider nnow what we
should do to ecommemorate the work of
the pioneers. In the days of which I speak
the means of communieatioc were so rare
that it was not easy for the newcomers to get
any assistance. When they ran short of food
they ecould not get it easily from the other
States, as would be possible to-day. There
were no ships, trading with the East, snch
as Java and those places, o that people here
were practically isolated from the world,
Many ways have been snggested by which this
oceasion should be commeworated. Unfortn-
nately all of them are connected with the
expenditure of money. The position of West-



